Allin the details

Cool new stuff in a (largely) familiar package sy joe sace

his relatively innocuous small crossover is in

fact highly significant, as the top-selling vehi-
cle, by far, from Volkswagen, the flagship brand of
the first or second largest automotive manufactur-
ing group in the world (the top two often swap).

While remaining immediately recognizable—
familiar style, form, name, price, layout, lineup—
the all-new third-generation VW Tiguan has plen-
ty of ways to let you know it's all new—inside and
out, and under the hood.

Tiguan's 2.0-liter engine received a boost in
power this year (201 hp, up 17 from a prior 184), as
well as in fuel economy. (Note that for 2026, the
lineup will be adding an even more powerful 268-
hp Tiguan SEL R-Line Turbo version.)

Body evolution can be spotted in the D-pillars at
the rear corners, slightly more raked, emphasized
by a chrome inlay, all somewhat evoking the mild-
ly fastback-ish Atlas Cross Sport (which we find to
be one of their most attractive), leading to a more
angular tail. The new-gen Tiguan also adds LED

lights front and rear.

One element of the layout that remains familiar
to most, but not all, is that the US version elimi-
nates the third-row option this year.

Offered in seven builds (see chart), ours is the
top for this year, the SEL R-Line 4AMOTION. Each of
four trim levels (three of which also offer FWD)
adds its own impressive list of features, many of
which seem extra generous for their price points.

Little things can mean a lot. Some of our top-
trim SEL's coolest touches were stumble-upons for
us, making them all the cooler—such as puddle
lights, as you'd expect on a car at double the price,
or an intricate pattern of “3D" colored lighting on
the dash and doors, as we've typically seen on the
highest of high end vehicles at, well, ten times the
price. The top level adds many details—leather,
heated wheel, massaging seats, high end audio—
that, at still a hair under $40 grand, may make this
the starting point for many shoppers. (One thing
for our wish list—seat-mirror memory did not seem
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to include dipping the mirrors in reverse.)

Tiguan has a borderline-alternative shifter (the
flip side of little things meaning a lot.) Housed in a
right-hand stalk (itself not unique, though already
not a favorite, as these are somewhat hidden by
the wheel), this is unusual in that it says DNR, ar-
guably implying common up-down mation, but it's
a twisty—cool once oriented, but uncool for an un-
familiar, perhaps emergency, driver. Also unusual
is that you twist up for drive and down for reverse,
the opposite of traditional automatics.

All'in all, the plusses and value overall rule the
day, bringing us to a familiar positioning point. VW
Group global includes closer cousins to Volkswag-
en brand itself—Skdda from the Czech Republic,
SEAT from Spain—but its closest cousin in the US
remains Audi, a premium brand.

As such, we often find ourselves contemplating
how they keep VW such an affordable brand (as
they must), as its content moves farther and farther
upscale. It's a positioning challenge for the greater
company, but for the buyer, it is sheer opportunity.

Case in point—the value, some of it understat-
ed, some of it a new delight, of the new Tiguan. Il
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SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY................. VW de México SA DE CV, Puebla
ENGINE/TRANS BUILD .............cocoooovnerinnnnee Mexico / US
PARTS CONTENT .................... US/Can 12% / Mex 39%

ENGINE .......2.0L TSI 16v 4-cyl turbo/intercooled, DOHC,
chain-driven, var intake & exhaust, var valve lift;

cast iron block, alum alloy head

HP/TORQUE 201 hp / 221 Ib-ft
COMPRESSION RATIO..............cooviiiiiccceeae 11:1
TRANSMISSION............ccoooooooiiiiiis 8-spd automatic
DRIVETRAIN............ 4MOTION AWD, actv control, modes
SUSPENSION............. F: strut-type w lower control arms,
coils, telescopic dampers, stblzr bar;
R: multilink w coils, telescopic dampers, stblzr bar

STEERING ...........ccoooonve.. rack & pinion, elec pwr assist
BRAKES .F:13.4 x 1.2 vented; R: 11.8 x 0.5 solid
WHEELS .........ooovooiiirieeeeeeen 20x8.5J alum alloy
TIRES............cooooe... ..255/40 R20 H all-season
LENGTH /WHEELBASE................cccccco... 184.4/109.9 in
GROUND CLEARANCE .............cooooiiiiiicca 7.0in
APPR / DEPART / BRKOVER.................. 18.0/252/21.2°
TURNING CIRCLE ............
HEADROOM (F/R) ...
LEGROOM (F/R).......
CARGO CAPACITY ..........oooovoeieeeee
WEIGHT ...
TOW CAPACITY ..
FUEL/ CAPACITY ........coooovvoiviririenn. reg unl / 15.6 gal
MPG ..o 22/30/25 (city/hwy/comb)
BASEPRICE....... oo $39,755
PAINT: Monterey Blue 455
DESTINATION CHARGE ...................ocoooooiiiiie, 1425
TOTAL oo $41,635
AMOTION
$30,995
.............. 33,795

SE R-Line Black..
SELR-Line............cceooovovm= .
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