
SPECIFICATIONS
ASSEMBLY.............Sterling Heights, Michigan
ENGINE/TRANS BUILD .................Mexico / USA
PARTS CONTENT .........US/Can 55% / Mex 39%
ENGINE ............3.0L inline-6 twin turbo, dir inj,

DOHC, 24v w sodium-filled exhaust valves,
roller finger followers, hydraulic lash ad -

justers, dual indep valve timing, hydroform
tubular cams, single high-pressure pump to

single fuel rail, deep-skirt cast alum block
w cross-bolted steel main bearing caps,

low friction plasma spray bore coated
cylinders, structural die-cast alum alloy oil
pan, alum alloy head w pent-roof combus-
tion chambers, forged/twisted steel crank-
shaft, forged steel connecting rods, forged

alum alloy pistons w DLC coated pins 
HP/TORQUE ..............................540 hp / 521 lb-ft
COMPRESSION RATIO ...................................9.5:1
EXHAUST TYPE...............dual 3-in straight-thru

system w dual 5-in black tips
TRANSMISSION ....................TorqueFlite 8HP75 

8-spd auto, five clutches, four planetary
gears, electr modulated torque converter

clutch w torsional turbine damper 
DRIVETRAIN .....................................................4x4
TRANSFER CASE .....BW 48-13 full-time, 2-spd:

4auto, 4HI locked; neutral; 4LO locked
REAR AXLE RATIO..................................(opt) 3.92
AXLES..................................F: 215mm, R: 260mm
SUSPENSION................F: upper/lower A-arms,

twin-tube shocks, stblzr bar; 
R: five-link w track bar, twin-tube 

shocks, stblzr bar, solid axle
STEERING...............................elec pwr steering
BRAKES..............dual-rate tandem diaphragm 

vacuum power assist: F: 14.9x1.2 vented 
w 2.2-in two-piston pin-slider caliper &
ABS; R: 14.8x0.87 w 2.2-in single-piston 

pin-slider caliper & ABS
WHEELS/TIRES ..........18x8 black painted alum,

LT275/70R18 OWL 
Goodyear Wrangler Duratrac A/T

LENGTH / WHEELBASE ................232.4 / 144.5 in
INSIDE BED LENGTH ..................................67.4 in
WIDTH BTWN WHEEL WELLS....................51.0 in
GROUND CLEARANCE.....(air) 6.7-8.7-9.9-10.7 in
APPR/DEP/BRKOVER..............up to (Off-Road 2) 

(brkover w skid plate) 23.3/22.8/20.2
TURNING CIRCLE.........................................46.2 ft
HEADROOM (F/R)..............................40.9 / 39.9 in
LEGROOM (F/R).................................40.9 / 44.8 in
WEIGHT.........(base) 5431 lb (F/R: 3188/2243 lb)
GVWR.........................................................7100 lb
MAX PAYLOAD...........................................1670 lb
GCWR .......................(w opt 3.92 rear) 17,000 lb
TOW CAPACITY........(w opt 3.92 rear) 11,200 lb
FUEL / CAPACITY .........91-oct prem unl / 26 gal
MPG ..........................17/24/19 (city/hwy/comb)

BASE PRICE ...............(TRADESMAN) $46,875
HURRICANE ENGINE: 3.0-liter inline-6 Hurricane

SO twin turbo w start/stop .......................2695
CUSTOMER PREF PKG 21B: 18x8 black wheels &

A/T tires, full size spare, raised ride height,
perf-tuned shocks, electronic lock rear axle,
skid plates (fuel tank, steering, transfer
case), Warlock decal, Selec-Speed, 400W
in verter, 7-in TFT cluster, rear 60/40 seat, 2nd
row in-floor storage, rear pwr-slide window,
tow hooks, mats, map pockets................4690

BED UTILITY GROUP: pickup box lighting, Mopar
spray-in bedliner, 115V exterior AC outlet,
Mo par deployable bed-step, Mopar ad just a -
ble cargo tie-down hooks...........................945

TRI-FOLD TONNEAU BED COVER.......................550
3.92 REAR AXLE....................................................195
DESTINATION CHARGE ..................................1995

TOTAL ...................................................$57,945

T hink of Warlock as being well on the way, but
not all the way, to a Ram Rebel. Dig ging into

its status as a model or trim level or op tion pack-
age ran us on varying courses, via specifications,
its Monroney sticker or the public website. 

Identified in some materials as a Tradesman and
in others as a Warlock, our particular build is in
fact a 2025 Ram 1500 Tradesman Crew Cab 4x4
($46,875) with a Warlock Package (21B, $4690) ad -
ding a long list of features including black wheels,
all-terrain tires, performance shocks, skid plates,
graphics and more. 

It seems to be a matter of simplifying the most
basic product walk, while still offering a wide arr -
ay of trucks. But don’t be surprised if info ap pears
a bit differently when you go shopping.

Under the hood of ours is another treat—the
fabulous 540-horsepower 3.0L Hur ri cane-6 twin-
turbo six, an efficient powerhouse rated at 24 mpg
highway (a $2695 option in place of the standard
420-hp Hurricane-6). Ours (built in Sterling Heights,
Michigan, with its engine from Mexico) is out the
door for $57,945 with a few other options.

A Ram Trucks insider pointed out to us a few
years ago that one of the most tremendous bar-
gains available to the savvy shopper was a Trades -
man with a package that brought it to very-near-
Power Wagon equivalence, but at a significantly
lower price. This seems to be in the same spirit.

Tradesman provides a more affordable starting
point, with a (very attractive) fabric interior, manu-
al seats, keyed entry and other base attributes.

(You get used to most of this, set and forget, ex -
cept for the lack of keyless entry every time.)

We’ve taken all the Rams to their limits during
comparo events and launch drives, but tend to go
a bit easier on them during our weeklies. We did a
good off-highway run in our War lock, extremely
stable at cruising speeds in 4HI. We did tackle
some hills, rolls and rain troughs at a turnaround
spot. We were especially struck by its turning cir-
cle —stated as 46.2 feet), we expected about a 3-
or-5-point wrestle, but did an easy U-turn. 

We generally don’t track precise fuel mileage,
but anecdotally, this one caught our eye as its fuel
gauge never plunged. (This has the 26-gallon tank.
We always wish for Ram’s 33-gallon tank, vital for
our wide open Western distances, and have lob-

bied for this with the Michigan team.)
This is a great truck. In terms of capability com-

bined with relative simplicity, it just may be about
the closest you’re going to find to what many buy-
ers have so often wished somebody still made. 

But it’s the powertrain that really grabs our at -
tention. You know the tale. As stringent standards
(es pecially given European influences) have pushed
the market to efficiency, with an emphasis on EVs,
the big V8s cherished by many, certainly by full-
size pickup buyers, were being retired. 

We’ve never owned a big pickup, personally,
without the biggest V8—for reasons of power,
towing, even acoustics and presence. But the Hur -
ri cane-6 changes the game, delivering its own
healthy balance of all that, with substantially
more power and far higher fuel mileage. 

Well, good news on all fronts. Ram 1500 has
announced (with a combination of great and cau-

tious fanfare) the return of the 5.7-liter HEMI® V8
for 2026, at 395 hp, with the first ones in fact
already due to be rolling in to dealerships.

While we are as excited about that as anybody,
it may, on the other hand, already be yesterday’s
old-new news, in a manner of speaking, now that
Hurricane is here. (There is little doubt that Ram
will be watching the evolving take rates with ex -
treme interest.) The thing is, in terms of specs and
purpose, the Hurricane-6 really nails its mission,
and we suspect it is very likely here to stay. 

Call the evolutionary forces that brought the
Hur ricane-6 to life a hiccup, or call it a challenge,
but in this whole era of extreme constraint, the
engineering team at Ram has turned it all into to
an opportunity, by creating this powertrain. 

In the context of the full lineup and market, this
build speaks for itself. It’s handsome, powerful, ef -
ficient, durable and a solid value. It’s a keeper. ■

Powertrain bonus
Developed for change, 
itself already changing, 
this is sure to endure 
BY JOE SAGE
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