
in struc tion al, for new-to-man ual drivers—a goal
persisting even as the new automatic is offered. 

The era of rev-matching (or “blip-shifting”) other-
wise-manual transmissions brings varying imple-
mentations, and theories and ap plication of these
seem to be evolving. Having experienced overac-
tive “goosing” between gears in vehicles from var-
ious manufacturers over the past couple of years,
we generally turn this off ASAP. But we played
with the GR’s “iMT” under multiple conditions.

A little rev at our first red light simply juiced it
up, not a lot, seeming tamed way down from oth-
ers’ earlier ones. (Perhaps we were not alone in
thinking those were deal-killers?) That seemed like
“high marks,” but in motion again, we turned iMT
back off, noting everything now felt better. Af ter
all, if you want to blip-shift, you can do that your-
self. In fact, it’s kind of a reflexive thing to do, keep
the synchros spinning—but at your command.

We continued to experiment. Running down a
boulevard at speed among well-spaced traffic, we
prepared to gear down for a light ahead, with iMT
back on. Expecting the usual over-revving “goose”

between gears, the system instead cooled its revs
down a bit, perfectly matching our pattern. Nice. 

At times, we were concluding they may have
solved everything, and they may well be close. But
then we had other instances of the more familiar,
annoying over-revved goose between gears. We
continued to go back and forth in our experiments
and our perceptions. 

We pondered whether, unlike a conventional
au tomatic (a system that makes decisions for you),
a manual with rev-matching might be seen as an
automated system that argues with you about all
your decisions, all in the guise of “helping.” Along
these lines, we may have invented a new term for
rev-matching—“rev-meddling,” arguably the dead
opposite of why you want a manual, so you can be
in charge of these decisions, not automation 

So were we engaged? Or obsessed? In this case
we may have been obsessed. Or let’s just call it
analytical, since that is our mission each week. 

Try it on for size. As a plus, this system is off by
default (and easy to access when wanted). And
we do still value the availability of the manual. ■
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Fully (28) versions of Toyota Corolla (see side-
bar) start with (22) mainstream sedans, hatch-

backs, Corol la Cross derivatives, hybrids, and FWD
or AWD options, all with CVT or e-CVT. Top those
off with GR Corolla, a 300-hp turbo-3 hot hatch, in
(6) versions—three trim levels, all with AWD and
(new this year) a choice of manual or automatic. 

“GR” stands for Gazoo Racing, var iants of which
Toyota has three in the US: GR86, GR Corolla and
GR Supra. Of these, GR Corolla—roughly mid range
in price (about $40k, vs $30k for GR86 or $60k for
GR Sup ra) and in horses (300, vs 228 for GR86 or
382 for GR Supra)—is most conventional in form,
with the largest in terior and most cargo space. 

But mainstream it is not. Continually track- and
rally-honed, fine-tuning for the 2025 GR Corolla in -
cludes suspension, powertrain, cooling and aero-
dynamics. Torque is bumped from 273 to 295 lb-ft.
Sur face and finish de tails are updated inside and
out. And the “in tel ligent” 6-speed manual (a rev-
matching “iMT”) is joined this year by an available
8-speed Gazoo Rac ing Di rect Automatic (DAT). 

The sample driven here is the manual, a choice
we generally love for its human command and con -
trol, while recognizing that automatic dri vers have
bigger numbers, these days. 

Press the start button and the GR Corolla’s po -
tent three-banger initiates a powerful soundtrack,
more of a rich hum than a growl, ready to rock. 

Under way, 300 horses are ample for just over
3,000 pounds. You will be at speed promptly, your

drive spirited and involved. This is the only GR that
is front-drive-based AWD, with its Torsen limited-
slip differentials front and rear overlaid by drive
modes. Perceived an echo of torque steer in accel-
eration through curves, we verified that Normal
mode is 60:40 front-biased, which likely explains
this. Gravel mode is 50:50 front/rear. And Track
mode is variable, to as much as 30:70 front/rear.
We prefer this at-least-potential rear bias, closer
to what the other two GR cars have baked in.

Seats are also manual, lighter weight and fine
as a one-and-done setting, but in turn bringing on -
ly preset clicks for position, affecting the quest for
perfect knee-flexing clutch pedal distance.

Binnacle readouts include your current gear, in
a prominent square below digital speed, a re min -
der that rev-matching is part ly aspirational, even
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SPECIFICATIONS
ASSEMBLY .........................Toyota, Aichi, Japan 
ENGINE ..................G16E-GTS 1.6L 3-cyl turbo,

dir inj + port inj (D-4ST), alum/alum
HP/TORQUE ..............................300 hp / 295 lb-ft
COMPRESSION RATIO .................................10.5:1
TRANSMISSION ..............6-spd iMT (intelligent

manual w rev-matching); (also avail-
able: 8-spd Gazoo Racing DAT/paddles)

DRIVETRAIN..................................GR-Four AWD
0-TO-60 MPH....................................(MT) 4.9 sec
TOP SPEED ...........................................142.9 mph
SUSPENSION ..........F: MacPherson-type strut,

26.5mm stblzr bar; 
R: dbl wishbone type multilink, 

23mm stblzr bar
STEERING ....................electronic pwr steering
BRAKES ...................F: 14.0 x 1.1, 4-piston alum

fixed-caliper; R: 11.7 x 0.7, 
2-piston fixed-caliper

WHEELS .........(Premium Plus) 18-in cast alloy 
matte black 15-spoke

TIRES...........Michelin Pilot Sport 4: 235/40R18
LENGTH / WHEELBASE ................173.6 / 103.9 in
GROUND CLEARANCE ..................................5.3 in
TURNING CIRCLE.........................................36.1 ft
HEADROOM (F/R)..............................38.4 / 37.6 in
LEGROOM (F/R).................................42.0 / 29.9 in
CARGO CAPACITY ..................................17.8 cu.ft
WEIGHT .....................(Prem Plus / MT) 3303 lb
FUEL / CAPACITY ...........prem 91+ unl / 13.2 gal
MPG.................(MT) 21/28/24 (city/hwy/comb)

BASE PRICE ........................................$45,515
PREMIUM PAINT: Heavy Metal ........................475
DOOR SILL PROTECTORS....................................179
MATS: carpet floor mat, carpet cargo mat ...299
DESTINATION CHARGE ..................................1135

TOTAL ...................................................$47,603

2025 TOYOTA COROLLA LINEUP
COROLLA .............................................169 hp, CVT

(4) SEDAN trims, FWD-only ........$22,325-28,040
(3) HATCH trims, FWD-only .......$23,780-27,080
COROLLA HYBRID .......................138 hp, e-CVT

(3) SEDAN trims - FWD ...............$23,825-28,190
(2) SEDAN trims - AWD.................25,225-27,665

COROLLA CROSS...............................169 hp, CVT

(3) trims - FWD.............................$24,035-28,260
(3) trims - AWD ..............................25,335-29,560
COROLLA CROSS HYBRID ........138 hp, e-CVT

(4) trims, AWD-only .....................$28,395-31,580

GR COROLLA ..........................300 hp, iMT/AT

HATCH only, AWD-only,
(3) trims x (2) transmissions .....6 iMT .............6AT

Core .......................................$38,860 .....$40,860
Premium.................................41,440 .......43,440
Premium Plus .................▼ 45,515 .......47,515

Intelligence
BY JOE SAGE

The GR Corolla has a “forged” carbon fiber roof surface. Maybe it’s because
we had this car during a stormy week, but as an alternative to woven CF, it

makes the roof look like a dirt-spotted off-black you can’t wipe clean, seeming
out of place considering how shapely and shiny the rest of the car looks. 


