A WEEK WITH : 2024 HONDA RIDGELINE TRAILSPORT

'W'e feel quite familiar with Honda Ridgeline,
though as we look back, we've had it here
only three times—for a quick presentation drive in
2005 and a week each in 2017 and 2021. We have,
however, driven it in various comparos for their ty-
pical 20-30 intense minutes each. And vet, it has
made a big impression, as it may have for you, too.
When Ridgeline was introduced, it was a bit of
an odd man out. But by now, the midsize pickup
segment is chock full of innovative builds, utility
mixes and other variants, all of which raise its own
profile. And it has also become more pickuplike.
A significant thing on Ridgeline's structural en-
gineering (variously shared over time with Acura
MDX, Honda Odyssey minivan and Honda Pilot, its
closest visual twin}—the L-shaped pickup profile
has to be specifically addressed. Without the up-
per structure of an SUV's full roof, nor the free
flexing of a separate cab and bed on a frame (even
tiny Japanese pickups 40-50 years ago had this),

the stresses where bed meets cab are immense.
On the gen-one Ridgeline (from 2006), this was ad-
dressed with a dominant triangulated buttress from
the cab to the sides of the bed (itself also sloping
and angular—styling in response to engineering
demands), for a body like one solid ingot. On gen-
two (since 2017), any such treatment is gone, or at
least not visible, as it now bears a more tradition-
al pickup profile. (A light vertical seam where cab
seems to meet bed is basically cosmetic.) The ve-
hicle now extensively uses high-strength steel, the
C-pillar (rear cab wall) is particularly strengthened,

and the platform is a “three-bone” design—a uni-
body with integrated frame. The emphasis of this
approach is on SUV-like rigidity, not flexibility.

And it has gone on to prove itself. We've driven
plenty of SUVs in extreme conditions, anyway, and
we keenly noted Ridgeline’s growing list of entries
—and category wins—in Baja off-road racing. So
in 2021 we took one into rough terrain, loose sur-
faces and climbs northwest of Phoenix, a couple of
months after a few of its Baja runs—confirming it
is certainly up to the task and dubbing it “the ex-
ception that redefines the rules.”

Strengthening Ridgeline’s truck credentials fur-
ther is the new TrailSport version, with most specs
unchanged, but adding off-road-tuned suspension,

steel underbody protection, an even more rugged
mesh grille, all-terrain tires, and sand, snow, mud
and paved modes atop its normal drive and sport
options (plus a button for eco), plus upgraded cab-
in tech. In a current four-trim lineup from $39,750
to $46,350, TrailSport is next-to-top at $44,980.
The Ridgeline TrailSport’s two areas of intent—
trail and sport—are delivered in moderate ways.
In town, it is useful and very drivable, with nice

steering and handling in a convenient size. Even SPECIFIGATIONS

with its solid suspension, we passed smoothly ASSEMBLY.
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Sport seemed to make the suspension and steer-
ing a little too lively while running errands, but will
be worth a try on a long, open road.

Honda Ridgeline was originally conceived not
so much to take on the pickup market as to add a
new type of activity vehicle. As it evolves, Ridge-
line is still, to a degree, a bit of both. But as the
midsize pickup market has grown and diversified,
it increasingly finds a home within it. Il
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DRIVETRAIN
Intelligent Variable Torque Mgmt (i-VTM4)
(Intelligent Traction Mgmt):
normal, snow, sand, mud
SUSPENSION.................... F: MacPherson strut,
25.0 solid stblzr bar;
R: multi-link, 26.5x4.5 tubular stblzr bar
STEERING elec power asst rack & pinion
BRAKES..........ccooon.. F: 12.6 vented, R: 13.0 solid
WHEELS ..18-in Pewter Gray machine-fin alloy
245/ 60R18 105T aII-terraln
LENGTH / WHEELBASE .
GROUND CLEARANCE ..
APPR / BRKOVER / DEPART
TURNING CIRCLE A43. 4 ft
HEADROOM (F/R
LEGROOM (F/R)

.40.9/367in
64.0 in (5 ft 4 in)
wheel -|'I's 50 0; waIIs 60, o in

From bones to beauty to
brawn, Honda Ridgeline
was stated at birth as
being intended not so
much to tackle established
pickups, rather simply to
give any Honda owners
who might be considering
adding a pickup a chance
to stick with their favorite
brand in a “two-Honda
garage.” Ridgeline
continues to get more
trucklike, giving it a solid
position in an ever more
varied midsize pickup
world. Front styling has
evolved accordingly.
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