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AVALON DRIVE #2
2013 Toyota Avalon Limited Hybrid

2.5L DOHC 16-valve dual VVT-i 4-cylinder
ECCVT continuously variable automatic

Lower left: Mexican tile art welcomes us to
town and sends us back on our way, at the
San Antonio airport (SAT). The air route
from San Antonio back to Phoenix takes us
above El Paso, Texas, here looking south
into much larger Ciudad Juérez, Chihuahua,
Mexico, with the US-Mexico border brightly
lit across the lower part of the photo.

a VIP" So the company says to them, welcome
to the next level—entry luxury, Toyota style.
Tech systems abound, of course, including a
segment-leading ten airbags, Blind Spot Moni-
tor with Cross-Traffic alert—the first Toyota
sedan to receive this—and other electronic
handling technologies. New sound dampening
includes acoustic glass, aerodynamic door handles and
wipers that rest below the hood line. These wipers also
perform a very neat trick—they twist while in mation,
keeping them pressed against the glass better than any
we've seen. Breakthrough. We want an Avalon, just to
have those, and it doesn’t even rain here very often.
An unsurprising addition to the Avalon this year is a
hybrid model, while a surprise is their expansion into the
livery and chauffered limo market. With the demise of
the Lincoln Town Car, a number of manufacturers have
their eye on this, but it's a testament to Toyota's confi-
dence in both the luxury and spaciousness of the new
Avalon, to expand here. The Avalon Livery package is
built off the base XLE trim level, with black paint, black
leather, rear heated seats and rear climate contrals.
Lincoln hopes to move their Town Car customers to the
MKT, but livery complains about the lack of a trunk. With
16 cubic feet of cargo capacity, the Avalon delivers here.
The Toyota Avalon occupies the Premium Midsize
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segment, which is expected to grow seven percent to
nearly 400,000 units in 2013. Avalon’s annual sales goal
of 70,000 would account for 17.5 percent of the segment.

MODELS AND MILEAGE

On sale by the time you read this, the new Avalon also
improves handling and fuel economy. Suspension and
drivetrain have been updated for improved stability dur-
ing comering, a more responsive steering feel, paddle
shifters and a sport mode. Or leave the sport mode off,
savor the spacious and quiet interior, and those prover-
bial grandparents will still love their new Avalon.

Toyota is claiming best-in-class combined fuel econ-
omy for a V6 in the new Avalon, as well as best-in-class
40 MPG for the new Avalon Hybrid—the first full hybrid
in the premium midsize segment—meeting or beating
most of the best MPG in any segment.

There are four V6 models (base XLE, XLE Premium,
XLE Touring and Limited) and three Hybrid models (the
same as those from Premium on up). All XLE models are
configured monospec, which reduces obstacles en route
to signing the dotted line, picking up a cue from Scion.
Only the Avalon Limited offers an option package.

As mentioned at the start, the base XLE starts at
$30,990, which is $2,205 less than the prior entry level
model. An XLE Premium, at $33,195, matches the prior
base model's price but includes more features. The XLE
Touring (more premium than the Premium) adds 18-inch
alloy wheels, paddle shifters, and Toyota's Entune sys-
tem with nav, at $35,500. The richly-appointed Limited
trim level starts at $39,650, and with every possible
option (plus delivery) totals just under $44,000.

Prices for the Avalon Hybrid represent the smallest
dollar differential ever for a hybrid versus its gasoline
sibling—the same thing its Lexus ES cousin had
achieved earlier last year. An Avalon Hybrid XLE
Premium (the lowest hybrid trim) starts at $35,555,
Touring at $37,250 and Limited at $41,400.

Toyota expects the V6 Avalon to account for 80 per-
cent of sales, and the Avalon Hybrid 20 percent. With
the Lexus ES, the projected numbers had been 75 gas
and 25 hybrid. At that car's launch drive in Dallas, we
had called the ES “a comfortable and straightforward
car, offering power that—between the various modes
and with the extra grunt from the electric portion—is
almost indistinguishable from the gasoline model ... For
a couple of grand more, you can top 40 MPG in the
hybrid. Lexus expects 25 percent (hybrid) sales, but
unless that couple of grand makes all the difference, we
could easily see the hybrid accounting for 75 percent of
the mix.” Customers may well prove otherwise, but from
our perspective, we find the same with the Avalon—the
Hybrid offers an awful lot—including torque, fuel econ-
omy and even arguably a stronger spot in the resale
market five years hence—for just a little more cash at
purchase time, and really takes away nothing.

The Toyota Avalon is getting a lot closer to Lexus ES
is quality, fitment and style, while still costing thou-
sands less. Compare it to the GS, and the differential is
much more dramatic. It's one thing to see how far up the
scale an Avalon is from a Yaris. But it's quite another to
realize how close the Premium segment is to Luxury.

Take that knowledge for a drive, and don't forget to
include the nicely priced Hybrid in your comparison. Il



