VEHICLE IMPRESSION :

Volkswagen Tiguan Is 2010 “Best Buy”
As outlined in-our Volkswagen CC review in this
issue, four -current-madel YWs are ranked by

Consumer Guide® Automotive among the best '4.
this year out of over 150 vehicles, based on a mix ‘ -
of everyday shopping, commuting, long highway §
drives, and stop-and-go city driving. Evaluated
. _are power, real-world fuel economy, ride and
handling, room and comfort, cargo space, and
overall.quality. For 2010, the Tiguan earned Best |2
Buy status among “Compact SUVs.”

VW TIGUAN S LOGBOOK

e With the Tiguan’s great ability at hauling
gear on the roof, we wondered about the
antenna toward the back, dead center.
» Seats are 100% manual, slide forward and
back, pump up and down, a knob for the rear.
e Qld-fashioned key to stick in the keyhole
except you have to push a button to flip it
out, always consider those a nuisance.
e The basic HVAC controls are the same as
in the CC Sport. One pair of vents at the left,
two pairs on either side of the center of the
instrument panel, and a pair at the right:
eight different vents with four different con-
trols to open and close, each swivels and
angles, so a lot of airflow control; nice.
e |t took only our first half mile to declare
the size, fit and format to be just right, and
that this vehicle could be a keeper forever.
e Acceleration in first gear around corners
demonstrated a disturbing lunge.
e Shifted from D to S. It also has a D +/- but
is not DSG, just a normal 6-speed automatic.
* Had enough pep to dive from one free-
way lane to another as a water truck
loomed and someone else tried to pull into
our lane. Power is always a safety factor.
Minor delay but a good power burst.
e Very nice suspension, driving around
town through concrete runoff troughs and
such. Firm but not harsh, it's smooth, func-
tional, very comfortable and we guessed
probably strong and effective. (This was
borne out on our Seven Springs tour.)
. o 0 b Tl ! 4% & < Played with the shifter quite a bit more.
‘mw 5.2 big -:'5‘ - O e R y st : 15 g2 e - § Similarly to the CC, though not a DSG, you
: 5 el C ’ - - can putitin S orin D, and you can tell your-
self it's a little better in S. Or you can put it
in D and go with the manumatic, and, as
with the CC, if don’t want to stay really
focused on it, use it for 1st-2nd-3rd, then
slide it back to D and forget about it. It does
improve your starting-line performance, but
it's no manual: each shift has a little delay.
» Passenger noted it was excruciatingly
’ gt : J S = ; impossible to get comfortable in the seat
ps.by over oo : SR I L because of the headrest. “It's really a big
well, - —— : : design flaw. | don’t know who could sit like
J this,” says the passenger.
* One of the simplest and most primitive
sets of audio controls we've seen in a long
time (which has certain appeal), and yet it's
pretty easy to miss your mission on them, eg
just trying to change bass and treble, there
are enormous buttons you push in but then
have to go to a separate knob, so they revert
quickly and you’ve changed your track.
e We get to drive a lot of SUVs, pickup
trucks and little SUVs, but we don't always
get to take them anywhere too fun. This
one came to us for a holiday weekend, so
we took it out on Forest Service roads and
into the mountains, where we had quite a
mix of on-road, off-road and semi-road
opportunities. And we took ‘em. Our Tiguan
S did not have all-wheel-drive (there is a
4Motion model), and it had highway-
geared all-season tires, but it handled
everything capably.—JS
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