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dling and grip. And it works great. The
seats could use more bolstering, though.
That's probably a point for the XKR.

A bit of a lurch in the gears, at first drive,
but again we’ll check the various settings.

As with the XF, we like the steering: does
what we want it to, no electronic oddness.

Shifting from P to R on a very slight
driveway incline produces a noticeable
“chunk” that's a little disquieting. We don’t
seem to get it on a dead-flat surface.

The nose overhangs sufficiently to require
plenty of extra driveway curb caution. Sus-
pension easing off the driveway curb is
very well done. But watch that nose.

After just 3-4 miles in the XK, with the
top down, on a beautiful spring night, we
don’t want to stop till we hit Santa Barbara.

What can you say: we drive all the time,
we drive nice cars all the time, but this is
the kind of car that makes you not mind that
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ed : or so. Abou
17.5 sec down, complete, much better.

Putting the top up a second time, we put
the windows up first, and it completes its
operation in 20 sec, but ended with the
windows down, quicker but defying logic.
We entertain ourselves several more times
with alternative sequences and times.

Considering you have to keep your fin-
ger on the button for a good 25-30 seconds
to raise the top, you have a tendency to put
your fingers on the upper windshield
frame. Don't do that. You'll get ‘'em mashed.

Audio is very good, even with the top
down and at highway speed.

We adjust our freeway style after realiz-
ing the cruise control is a speed limiter, not
afixed speed. We're sure it must work both
ways but never do succeed it setting both.

Our other beef besides cruise control is
with the radio, which occasionally but not
always resets itself to having no preset sta-
tions or other settings.

With the top up and windows open, at
about 45 mph, incredible wind noise from
the right window.

Seats are heated and cooled. Would like
to try the cooling in August... top-up.

Turns out the A-pillar and windshield
frame lean back far enough that you can hit
your head on the way in, with the top down.

We entertain ourselves no end trying to
reconcile the fuel gauge, actual miles driv-
en, visual fuel economy graph and fuel
readout. The needle was down to 3/4 tank
after 17.3 miles, range dropped from 278 to
260 in 4 miles. But it claims average fuel
economy of 16.5. After 212.8 miles, we'd
actually averaged 15.7 mpg per refill.

20 « May-June 2010 « DRIVER

(=~~~

Within four minutes of turning the key,

we'd noted that it has “power aplenty,
straight away” and “a nice low-key V8 rum-

ble, well executed.”
The XK has an entire body shell (internal

chassis structure and external body panels)
constructed from a combination of pressed,
cast and extruded aluminum alloy compo-

nents. These are riveted and bonded togeth-

er using techniques originally developed in
the aerospace industry and adapted for auto-

motive use by Jaguar. The result is a body

shell with the highest structural integrity
which is also the lightest shell in its class, by
a significant margin, and the most torsionally
stiff. This combination of strength, rigidity
and lightness underpin the XK's fuel-efficient

performance, safety, durability and precise

chassis dynamics.

Mike Cross, Vehicle Integrity Chief
Engineer, explains, “Lightness benefits agili-
ty, and agility with high performance defines
the exhilarating yet refined nature of the

Jaguar XK. It accelerates harder, stops more

quickly and handles with true precision.”

All this go-power has to be met with
stopping power, and we found the brakes to
be stellar, nothing they are so good, they're
even a little bit grabby at times, but we're not
complaining.

Ultimately, for $90 grand, the Jaguar XK
convertible is a gotta-have-it car. However,
for that price, you could also take a look at a

year-or-two-old Aston Martin, you could look

at a Porsche Boxster for less money, or if you
have to have its alleged back seat, the 911.
But you wouldn't have Jaguar exclusivity, nor
would you have the V8 roar. Whether a buyer
is considering style, form, function, budget or
social pecking order, the Jaguar delivers.

We drive cars we don’t mind turning back
in, cars we could keep indefinitely with a
shrug, and occasionally cars we would love

to keep. The XK is a keeper. We haven't

driven the XKR yet and assume we'd love it,
but with an XK in your hands, you won't really
even feel the need. B



