VEHICLE IMPRESSION : 2012 VOLVO S60 T6 AWD R-DESIGN Awards: Engine-Safety-Interior

BEST ENGINES. 2011 marked a first for

A driver’s car with a capital R Volvo, with |t? powerful T6 e.ngme plcked.as
one of Ward’s 10 Best Engines. According

B The S60 R-Design has Volvo's most powerful production /- AR : -
ea Serlous . ] n B SN T ety to Ward's AutoWorld, “Volvo clearly bench-
engine ever—a turbocharged Polestar Performance 3.0- \ s x % - ved BMW in developing th |
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ln a OOd Wa onds (0.3 seconds faster than the regular T6) and with 8 ' T — : Fi srTloot engine, based on 't_s elicious
o000 = - midrange power band and paucity of turbo
: percent mare horsepower and 9 percent more torque. - . o L : . . .
) ) i ; P o : lag. This engine is perfectly suited for the
e e i e L — The Polestar upgrade brings more air and fuel into the ; 7 - : : sy )
JLD F. LCHEE 11U ) I : 1 . L ’ - all-new S60 and powers it into contention
. = B sbhal ’ combustion chambers, plus advanced spark timing, yet F . . )
: ) : against bigger, better-established luxury
fuel mileage ratings stay exactly the same as with the e
. . entries.” The 300-hp T6 has torque match-
standard T6. A second-gen six-speed automatic includes ) .
. . ing the Volvo V8, but at just 2100 rpm, com-
a Sport mode, as well as Geartronic for manual shifts. .
. ) ) pared to 3950 rpm for the V8. The T6 is 17
po The electronic all-wheel-drive system includes Instant fuel-effici han the V8
0 ghts to vents Traction® and Corner Traction Control—all based on imgrzceerl:zprgorg uhg -s |C|e.nt th aggoeTh .?;
up beyond your father's Volvo, this the car’s Dynamic Stability and Traction Control (DSTC). ) / bl _CIty:] Igs Wa)\(lcm . ed XC. €
allenges the Audi Sportback for show- For a stiffer body and improved steering response, a A= > : B I i S A e it
) . ~ stopping quality.” (The Sportback, another of our strut brace ties together the front towers, while the rear e —__ " TR e SSSMEES - BEST INTERIORS. The S60 sports sedan has
= U isi :. | pick @é features monotube dampers combining compression also been named to the Ward’s 10 Best
and return damping. Front and rear springs are short- price for the S60 T6 AWD R-Design is $42,500. R-Design drive time Interiors list. Ward's says, “The Volvo S60 is
ened by 15mm, which helps handling and conveys atti- Upgrading from the T5 to the T6 brings the S60 up to We began our S60 R-Design time by noting a range of a study in Scandinavian serenity. From the
tude. Spring stiffness is 15 percent higher than in the 18-inch alloy wheels, Dynamic Chassis and multi-setting interface details, common with any vehicle, moreso the beautifully angular door panels to the float-
standard S60 T6, rear suspension bushings are 20 per- speed-sensitive steering. The R-Design, in addition to its higher they climb in cost and features. The car’s visually ing center stack, the S60 is an undiscovered
cent stiffer, and the rear suspension’s front tie-blade 25-horse power boost, will bring you a power glass moon- clean instrument panel design does end up generating gem in the heart of the luxury market.
bushing is a striking 400 percent stiffer than in the reg- roof, different 18-inch alloys, dual xenon headlamps and as many complications as any. We made notes about its Among the S60's best features are the sleek
ular S60, to counteract wheel bounce and shake. the lower, firmer Sport Chassis. Exterior design cues up implementation of keyless entry, about the steering col- head restraints for front-seat occupants,
The S60 R-Design comes standard with the City Safety front include an R-Design lower front spoiler, air intake umn having manual tilt/telescope, about syncing tem- which stand out in a world of intrusive head
low-speed collision avoidance/mitigation system, and and black gloss grille with R-Design emblem. In back, the peratures in the air handling unit, but mostly about the restraints upsized to meet new federal
Pedestrian Detection with Full Auto Brake is available as car is distinguished by an R-Design rear diffuser, 3.5-inch control interface, noted in our loghook as “a combina- crash standards. Leave it to Volvo to make a
part of an optional Technology Package. polished exhaust tips and a rear spoiler. The more you tion of simple that's not really simple, because so much safety device sexy.”
hear and the more you see, the more You know this is rmt complexity is jammed into very small areas.” TOP SAFETY PICKS. The Insurance Institute
The S60 pecking order your granddad's Volvo. The interior gejtsl R-Design Starting on the second day, we resolved to simply for Highway Safety (IIHS) has named the
The overall S60 lineup for 2012 continues two power- embossed leather sport seats, blue watch dial instrument ignore all that and just drive. We found the S60 R-Design 2011-12 Volvo S60 a Top Safety Pick. The
: train options from 2011. A T5 (inline five-cylinder turbo) cluster, aluminum inlays, sport pedals, and more R-Design to be a fine sedan, well featured, with some noticeable
041 front-wheel-drive model starts at $31,300, and a T6 er.nblems—oq .the sport steering wheel, on floormats pep in its step. Competition is intense in this segment, testing categories of roof strength, frontal
(inline six-cylinder turbo) with all-wheel drive brings the with accent piping and on the shift lever. and the car has its work cut out for it. Volvo traditional- offset and side impact tests. According to
base price to $38,450. New this year is the S60 R- Our test S60 included a Multimedia Package (premi- ists may find this to be outside their comfort envelope, IHS, "the roof of the S60 withstood a force
Design, starting with the same T6 engine, but with um sound, backup camera and voice-controlled naviga- while performance buyers have to be made aware of
power increased from 300 hp to 325, and with 354 Ib-ft tion) for $2700, plus a Climate Package (heated front what Volvo now brings to the table. And they do bring it. comparison, the current federal standard is
of torque. (We'll cover Volva's new Polestar Performance seats, heated headlight and windshield washers, rain In fact, the dual personality inherent in a performance 15 times weight.” Five Volvos have been
Tuning further in our MayJune issue.) Besides the afore- sensors_and an Interior Air Quality System) f_or $890. Volvo underscores perhaps its best characteristic: amid named IIHS 2012 Top Safety Picks, a total
mentoned chassis modifications, the R-Design has Total stlcker for our test S60 T6 AWD R-Design, with all the Audis and BMWs, the S60 R-Design can be the unsurpassed by any other luxury car brand:
model-specific interior and exterior style points. Base $875 destination charge, was $46,875. real sleeper, with plenty of surprises in store. ll the €30, $60, S80, XC60 and XC90.

S60 earned top marks of “Good” in all three

equal to 4.95 times the car’s weight. By
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