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START YOUR ENGINES : FROM THE PUBLISHER

I t's easy to think that the most creative styling over the past few years has been ap-
plied where the most radical powertrain evolution has been taking place—many an
EV has had dramatic new looks, while conventional internal combustion models have not
progressed much. (As with most things, there are exceptions, of course.)

But now there are signs this is doubling back, as the EV push itself has dramatically
backed off. Examples of all this in this issue’s weekly wheels include conventional pow-
ertrain vehicles with conventional looks, some with styling that has cautiously evolved, a
couple of actual EVs, of course, and a key Detroit model the had taken cues from ICE
predecessors, applied them to an all-new EV (only), and has now dramatically (and fair-
ly abruptly) doubled back to donate its new good looks to a return to gasoline.

It’s a sea change, just not the one the industry had expected, embarked upon, invest-
ed in, transformed major assets for—only to arrive at a rather sudden and rapid retreat.
Product planners industrywide have been heading back to their meeting rooms, supply
chains are being reinvented or restored, workers with previously shunned skills feverish-
ly scouted to return, and so on. There’s lots to watch, as the dust rises, then settles.

Beyond car shopping we have some huge cyclical events in this issue—ones that have
long put Arizona on the global enthusiast map. January Auction Week was down to just
three events, which to some degree has snuck up on people, from a high of eight at the
start of 2020, just as the pandemic lockdowns loomed. But they are three of the best, and
they were joined once again by the previously paused Arizona Concours d’Elegance. Re-
sults and highlights of all of these are in these pages.

There has been no missing the increasing rate of freeway and highway construction in
Arizona. Also in this issue are ADOT’s next 20-25 years’ plans for new highways and free-
ways in the south-southwest Valley. Transformation and growth continue unabated.

Enjoy the ride!

Joe Sage - Publisher/ Executive Editor

OroN

Fine Art of Fine Automobﬂes

Lucretia Torva | 480.251.3817
torvasm | torvafineart( l.com
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THE BEST LINE OF DEFENSE

Our biggest seller -- new lower prices!

BestLine Racing Diamond Nano-Lube
Engine Treatment for Gas and Diesel

NEW FULL SYNTHETIC DIAMOND NANO-LUBRICANT ENGINE OIL ADDITIVES
ARE NOW DESIGNED FOR BOTH GAS AND DIESEL ENGINES

Energy is lost due to friction that arises between the hundreds of parts that comprise an
engine. This ultra-low friction technology uses nanotechnology in order to reduce friction by
approximately 60% compared to conventional engines, by forming an ulira—low friction film on
top of the Diamond Nano-coating. The Diamond Nano-Lube along with our other proprietary
pure synthetic base oils and additives provide longer-lasting wear and heat protection for your
motor. No Solids, No Teflon [PTFE], or any other old school ingredients. Only the latest high-
quality additives are being used in the New BestLine Racing Engine and Fuel Treatments.

M Use for Gas and Diesel Engines M High Shock Load Protection M Protects Against System Corrosion
M More Concentrated Extreme Pressure Formula M Use One Bottle for Every 5 quarts of oil

M Extreme Heat Resistance and Boundary Layer Protection M Cleans & Treats Internal Components

M Fortifies Against Oxidation and Thermal Breakdown M Lubricates with Diamond Nano-Particles

M Reduces Friction, Heat and Wear B No Melting Point due to the Diamond Nano-Lubricating Particles
B Race Proven Under Extreme Conditions B Improves Fuel Economy and Performance
M Extreme Pressure Lubricant M Suitable for Race and Daily Drivers

B No Shipping Restrictions and Can Be Shipped Worldwide

i
BesSTUING

ENGINE

TREATMENT

With NANO Diameond Technology

= Lubricates With Diomond Nano-Partices
- Cleons & Treats Internl Components
= Reduces Friction , Temperature and Wear

= Improves Fuel Economy ond Performance
- Protects Against System Corrosion
e - Fortifies Against Oxidation und Thermal Breakdown
ENGINE Dn ot et el o sty el cioms

TREATMENT e bath e have boar v o st NET 12 FL.OH e 355 mlL

——

Net 12 fl.oz. [355 mL).. ,..$18.95

G-pack ....cooeviiieiinnnnnn$ 56.99
Case (24] ... ..$422.76
. Also available in gallon jug, 5 gaL palland 55 -gal drum
Check out our Fuel Treatment, Power Booster Combustion Modifier, Water
prnud [N X Wetter Cooling System Cooler, Transmission Treatment, No-Skweek Penetrant
sptmsnrsnf Lubricant, True Ceramic Coating Kit, kits, packages, accessories and more!
Valerie
ﬁmmpsan
Racing

bestlineracing.com - 800-726-0311




AUTOMOTIVE NEWS UPDATE

Renault Filante I_fe_gord 202 F_;-;
glet;t;i.c_:,demo gg.r T

WV One challenge Renault set for itself at
the beginning of 2025 was to drive an e-
lectric vehicle more than 1,000 km (about
600 miles), with a battery the same size as
the Scenic E-Tech electric’s, at realistic mo-
torway speeds, without stopping to re-
charge. The first attempt was scheduled in
October, but was called off at the last
minute due to bad weather. The team
finally pulled it off on 18 December at the
UTAC test track in Morocco. If their only
goal had been to drive the longest possible
distance between charges, the designers
and experts could have fitted the car with
a huge battery or driven it in eco mode at
30 km/h (+ 18 mph) on average. But Re-
nault was aiming much higher for an effi-
ciency record: it powered Filante Record
2025 with a regular battery (87 kWh, like
the one in Scenic) and tasked the drivers
with keeping its average speed of over 110
km/h (+£66 mph). The objective was to
cover more than 1,000 km in less than 10
hours, including technical stops and driver
changes. This challenge entailed pushing
every efficiency lever as far as it would go
—maximizing aerodynamics, minimizing
weight and optimizing materials. Wind-
tunnel tests last spring had led to signifi-
cant redesign, underlining the vital role of
aerodynamics in the car's efficiency. The
result: the Renault Filante Record 2025
electric demo car drove 1,008 km in less
than 10 hours, at an average speed of 102
km/h and a consumption of 7.8 kWh/100
km, with an 87 kWh battery—demon-
strating that this level of range is achiev-
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able in motorway-like conditions. At the
finish, Filante Record 2025 had 11 percent
battery capacity remaining, enough to
travel an additional 120 km at speeds over
100 km/h. This test lab on wheels weighs
just 1,000 kg (2,200 Ib) and is packed with
steer-by-wire and brake-by-wire, ultra-light
materials, 3D-printed components and
other cutting-edge technologies. Renault
will be creating a three-episode mini-ser-
ies documenting the project—a behind-

the-scenes look at the human adventure
and the mounting pressure, all the way up
to the moment the record was broken.

V¥ Ram Trucks has introduced the first
availability of the 6.7-liter Cummins High-
Output (HO) turbo diesel in the Ram Pow-
er Wagon with a best-in-class base diesel
torque of 1,075 Ibft. The 2027 Ram Power
Wagon with Cummins turbo diesel retains
the title of most off-road-capable full-size
pickup, offering front and rear electronic-
locking differentials, Bilstein shocks, ex-
tensive underbody protection, class-exclu-
sive five-link coil rear suspension, hill de-
scent control, Mopar accessory rock rails
and class-exclusive disconnecting front
stabilizer bar. The new Power Wagon also
gains fifth-wheel gooseneck preparation
and available automatic-leveling rear air
suspension for the first time, further im-
proving ride quality and towing conven-
ience. A new 3.42 rear axle ratio, paired
with TorqueFlite HD eight-speed automat-
ic, enhances towing, fuel efficiency and
power delivery. The truck’s 31-gallon fuel
tank and diesel efficiency deliver an esti-

Ram Power Wagon
with 6.7L Cummins
HO Turbo Diesel

mated 600 miles of range for overlanding
and remote travel. Styling elements on the
new Power Wagon with Cummins turbo
diesel include Power Wagon bed decals,
standard sport performance hood, trail-

Chevrolet Corvette ZR1X

ready body protection and Satin Black
Cummins badging. The truck is billed as
having the most premium interior in the
heavy-duty segment. The 2027 Ram Pow-
er Wagon with Cummins turbo diesel ar-
rives in the second half of 2026 at a start-
ing price of $88,470 including destination.

V The Chevrolet Corvette ZRIX is
billed as the most advanced Corvette ever,
the quickest American production car a-
vailable, and the fastest way to get down a
quarter-mile drag strip for under a million
dollars. Testing on the ZR1X culminated in
October 2025 with validation at US 131
Motorsports Park—reflective of real-world
environments where Corvette customers
exercise their vehicles. On a prepped sur-
face, the ZR1X completed the quarter mile
in 8.675 seconds at 159 mph, on pump
gas, using standard-equipment tires and
production 50-state street-legal engine cal-
ibration. It achieved a zero-to-60 time of
1.68 seconds on the same run, in under
100 feet, generating a peak 1.75G of ac-
celeration force. “When we made the rev-
olutionary shift to a mid-engine platform,
this is the type of performance we knew
was possible,” said General Motors presi-
dent Mark Reuss. The car was equipped
with ZR1X’s standard aero configuration,
standard Michelin PS4S tires and available
carbon fiber wheels. This acceleration was
not a one-off, either—the vehicle used for
testing completed multiple back-to-back
quarter-mile runs all under 8.8 seconds.
The 2026 Corvette ZR1X uses its twin-

turbo LT7 V8 engine and front-axle elec-
tric motor to generate a total of 1,250 hp,
sent to the ground via electrified all-wheel
drive. Corvette development engineer and
test driver Stefan Frick earned this record-

breaking quarter-mile performance using
Corvette’s standard Custom Launch Con-
trol feature, found throughout the lineup
from Stingray to ZR1X. This feature man-
ages tire spin, transmission clutch applica-
tion rate and numerous other parameters,
allowing the driver to optimize accelera-
tion runs by adjusting launch RPM and
wheel slip targets from an auxiliary driver
display. On an unprepped surface, the Cor-
vette ZR1X equipped with available ZTK

Bull Market List, applying expert insights
and extensive market data to pinpoint ten
cars representing excellent value for en-
thusiasts and collectors to achieve reward-
ing buys this year. The selection covers a
full range of eras and genres, with modern
classics continuing to be especially popu-
lar. The list features cars—all of which
hold a special place in motoring history—
for budgets from a few thousand pounds
to nearly £100,000. Each car has been se-
lected by the expert valuation specialists
at Hagerty UK who compile the Hagerty
Price Guide, the resource behind the Hag-
erty Valuation Tool. Applying market data
and deep knowledge, the cars have been
selected not only for excellent value for
money, but also their desirability and ow-
nership experience—from the pre-war
Riley Nine Imp to the extremely collectible
Ferrari F430. Ford Transit, the UK’s favo-
rite van, made the list as the Mk 1 celebrat-
ed its 60th anniversary last year, while the
immensely popular Volkswagen Golf GTI
Mk 2 is on the list in the year the famous
hot hatch turns 50. Finally receiving the
recognition it deserves, Porsche 911 gener-
ation 996 also appears on the list. The
2026 Hagerty UK Bull Market List with av-
erage “excellent” prices is as follows:
1966-1986 Alfa Romeo Spider.......(Veloce £21,200)
2004-2009 Ferrari F430................... (Spider £95,400)

Performance Package can complete the
quarter mile in 8.99 seconds and acceler-
ate 0-60 mph in 1.89 seconds. The 2026
Corvette ZR1X—built in America at GM’s
Bowling Green Assembly Plant in Ken-
tucky from US and globally sourced parts
—began production in December 2025.

WV Classic car insurer Hagerty UK has
announced ten “cars to watch” in a 2026

Hagerty UK
Bull Market List:
“Ten Cars to Watch”

1965-1977 Ford Transit Mk 1....(2-liter gas £17,200)
2004-2011 Mercedes-Benz SLK R171.......... (£5,200)

1955-1962 MG MGA ......covvovrerera) (£25,700)
1997-2006 Porsche 911 99%6....................... (£17,800)
1934-1935 Riley Nine Imp... .(£60,100)
1993-2002 Toyota Supra A80..................... (£40,000)
1971-1979 Vauxhall Viva HC ..................... (£4,300)
1

983-1992 Volkswagen Golf GTI Mk I1......(£15,300)

KEEP RIGHT »“
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V The Cadillac Formula 1® Team’s his-
toric debut is imminent, at the Australian
Grand Prix in Melbourne on March 8. In an-
ticipation, General Motors president Mark

- AC FORMULA T TEAM

GM President

Mark Reuss

Reuss unveiled the team’s Special Edition
testing livery in January, at GM’s new glob-
al headquarters, the Hudson’s Detroit buil-
ding, marking a major milestone on Cad-
illac’s journey to the Formula 1 grid. The
livery would then be used at the all-team
Shakedown Week in Barcelona, Spain, in
late January, ahead of unveiling the final
livery before the first race. The testing liv-
ery was developed through a cross-conti-
nental collaboration between the GM Glo-
bal Design team and Cadillac Formula 1
Team, a partnership underscoring the glo-
bal reach of the program and the deep cre-
ative and technical talent pools involved.
The unveiling was part of GM’s opening-
week celebrations at their new headquar-
ters, with a replica F1 car wearing the Bar-
celona Shakedown livery. The car was ad-
ditionally on public display at the Detroit
Auto Show in January. Distinct from the
official race livery, testing liveries are cre-
ated specifically for the demands of pre-
season development, helping to mask aer-
odynamic details ahead of competition,
much like camouflaged prototypes in the
consumer automotive world, while still ex-
pressing brand identity. Revealing the
Special Edition testing livery at the Hud-
son’s Detroit building honored Cadillac’s
deep legacy in the city. The new GM glob-
al headquarters sits just a few miles from
Cadillac’s original Detroit headquarters,
symbolically linking the brand’s storied
past with its Formula 1 future, aiming to
create a landmark moment for American
motorsport on the global stage.
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WV US-based fractional investment plat-
form aShareX has joined with UK-based
collectible car manager TheCarCrowd to
launch the first fractional sale of a con-

cours-quality lefthand-drive Ferrari 328
GTS, promoted as one of the finest exam-
ples of its kind, as the first sale of fraction-
al shares in a collectible car went live for
investment in January on the aShareX
platform. The Ferrari 328 GTS is regarded
as a benchmark example worldwide—
considered one of the most iconic Ferrari
road cars of the late 1980s, combining
analogue driving characteristics and time-
less design—representing an investment

aShareX and TheCarCrowd
fractional owneirship
Ferrari 328 GTS

F

grade modern classic with strong long-
term collector demand. This example had
been driven just 2,000 kilometers (about
1,200 miles) and was selected by
TheCarCrowd for its exceptional condi-
tion, ultra-low mileage and documented
provenance. One of a limited supply of top
tier examples, it has been curated to insti-
tutional grade standards and positioned as
a long term collectible asset. From here,

aShareX and TheCarCrowd plan to intro-
duce additional blue chip collectible vehi-
cles and other passion assets as part of an
expanded cross-border offering strategy.
The total underlying asset value is approx-

imately $227,000, with fractional inter-
ests offered from just S100. The vehicle
will be professionally held, managed and
insured with no “heavy lifting” for inves-
tors, unlocking collectible car investment
opportunities without the usual burdens of
possession, maintenance and storage.

For more information on aShareX:

www.aShareX.com

For more information on TheCarCrowd:

www.TheCarCrowd.uk

V The full range of French sports premi-
um brand Alpine Cars was on display for
the first time ever at the Brussels Motor
Show, as its latest model, the Alpine A390
sports fastback, arrives in market. The pre-
sence showcased the company’s vision of
incorporating its heritage of performance

i v INTRODUCING THE NEW .
MICHELIN® PILOT” SPORT ALL SEA ""

PERFORMANCE MADE TO LAST.
ELEVATE YOUR PERFORMARNCE IN ALL SEASONS.
SUPERCAR CERTIFIED.

MORE AT MICHELINMAN.COM

Copyright @ 2020 Michelin North America, Inc. All rights Reserved.
The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc.
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and emotion while moving into the future. T-Roc is already one of the most popular e — Ke,th Martin’s et L
At the heart of the stand was the Alpine models in the global VW range, with more V Hyundai Motor Company unveiled a m Q
Dream Garage, led by the all-new A390— than two million sold since its debut in STARIA multi-purpose EV at the Brussels @ ‘
their first sports fastback—and rounded 2017—making it Volkswagen’s most suc- Motor Show, marking a new, fully electric ;

out by the Alpine A290, Alpine A110 GTS, cessful SUV after the Tiguan—and it has a chapter for Hyundai’'s MPV. Designed to The Insiderrs GUide to Collecting |n\/e5ting \/alues and Trends
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“Hats off to you. Keeping up the great
effort o produce the best car magazine

each month is no small feat.”
— EM., Northbrook; IL, subscriber.since 1998
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and a dedicated Passion Zone showcasing list of awards under its belt. The gen-two meet the needs of families, shuttle opera-

motorsport and concepts. The A390, a 100 T-Roc launched in the UK with Life, Style tors and active lifestyles alike, STARIA Elec-

percent electric sport fastback, marks a and R-Line trims, boasting high-quality in- tric brings zero-tailpipe-emission mobility

major step forward in Alpine’s transfor- teriors and increased volume for luggage into a segment where interior space, com-

mation, combining high-level perform- and passengers. Assist systems and tech- fort and practical usability are key deci- ; -
ance, advanced technology and everyday nologies from higher vehicle classes are in- sion factors. As Hyundai Motor’s flagship a2l } },j;j] '.‘f//f
versatility. Produced in France at Alpine’s corporated, and a completely new full hy- MPV, STARIA Electric embodies many - T AT ’I 4
historic Dieppe plant, the Alpine A390 is a brid powertrain is planned for the future. cues toward the company’s direction in W ) af of /
key model in the expansion of the range, Alloy wheels up to 20 inches (a first for the this segment. STARIA features an 84-kWh /), 2=\
launched as the brand enters an all-new T-Roc) and bold colors including a new Ca- battery paired with a 160-kW front-wheel- &

sector. The Alpine A390 offers generous nary yellow, Flamed red and Celestial blue drive electric motor. Long-distance travel

interior space for five occupants and a

practical luggage compartment, striking a Hyundai STARIA Electric ;
balance between performance and every- _ < _ . =% '

day functionality. It’s built around a so- ——— - _ . NN i e Spo]"[s _Car
phisticated tri-motor electric architecture, = > : N 5 : g o
with one motor at the front and two inde- j o B / ' (7 S S Land of the Rising %
pendent motors at the rear, enabling fully A el § Z el N ' W1 20 s
electronic all-wheel drive. The A390 also

features AATV (Alpine Active Torque Vec-

toring), which precisely distributes torque

between the rear wheels in real time. This

enhances traction, agility and stability, for

precise and engaging handling, while rein- _ Y )
forcing safety and driver confidence. Also -~ : — = — -
on hand was the Alpine Formula One car,
while the A526 would be unveiled in Bar-

celona for the 2026 FIA Formula 1 World complete a sporty look. New option pack- is possible thanks to an advanced 800-volt P

Championship season. The Alpine A390 is ages tailored to customer preferences aim system that supports high power flow

available to order in key European mar- to make configuration as simple as possi- while minimizing heat generation, enab- Su bscrz be to SCM— to da and
kets from a starting price point of 67,500 ble, for a streamlined range of standard ling repeated fast charging. The adaptable

euros including VAT. and optional equipment in an attractive interior, high roofline and quiet drivetrain

—_— price range. Orders opened at Volkswagen all aim to increase comfort and functional- o o

V Volkswagen overseas started the new UK Retailers in January, with prices rang- ity for a wide range of service and travel eco me a co ector car znsz er
year with a new car available to order—the ing from a 116-PS T-Roc Life at £31,620 to needs. STARIA Electric goes on sale in Ko- . . '
second-generation T-Roc, which went on a 150-PS T-Roc R-Line at £38,920), all on- rea and Europe in the first half of 2026,
sale in the UK in January. the-road retail prices including VAT. with additional markets to follow. M
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L exus LX is purpose-built on multiple levels. As
a Lexus, it's the more premium-luxe partner to
the Toyota Sequoia, a buying decision that largely
sorts itself. As thus a cousin to the body-on-frame
Toyota Tundra full-size pickup, it delivers tradition-
al full-size SUV strength, utility and flexibility.
While Lexus LX has been with us for just over
30 years, it is in just its fourth generation, new in
2022. Significant for this cycle was migration from
V8 versions to a potent six. And our sample here,
new in 2025, brings additional purposeful distinc-
tions, with (a) a hybrid powertrain and (b) a new
build—the Lexus LX 700h Overtrail (two or three
rows), which adds a layer of off-pavement-capable
purpose to an already strongly appealing package.
As a hybrid, it boasts a formidable formula of

457 hp and 583 Ib-ft of torque, while achieving an
estimated 22 mpg city fuel mileage—all of these
more than the standard powertrain—while priced
at the low end of the prestigiously-priced hybrid
set, or a hair under the top non-hybrid (see chart).

The LX Overtrail telegraphs its special capabili-
ties via earthy colors inside and out, semi-aniline
leather-trim interior with open pore wood accents,
and all-weather off-road floor liners. A matte gray
grille, black door handles, dark gray roof rails, dark
chrome-finished trim and black overfenders add to
the potent feel. Qvertrail's tires are 33-inch all-ter-
rains on 18-inch wheels, an over-the-top fitment
on some vehicles, scaled perfectly on the already
strong presence of the LX. Functionally, the Over-
trail build adds front and rear locking differentials,

A more beastly beast

Tough new offering in the premium field

BY JOE SAGE

A WEEK WITH : 2025 LEXUS LX 700h OVERTRAIL

a front skid plate and a 2400W AC inverter.

The biggest trick of this new LX is really just an
amplified flavor of its best trick all along—feeling
right-sized in town, but right-sized out on the trail
to adventure—all of which can mean completely
different things at different times or to different
owners. Bigger may be better for head count or
cargo content, maybe even for a general feel of
domination (whether in the wide open wilderness
or the clubhouse lot), while smaller may be better
when it really counts, whether in tight parking lots
or even tighter trail turnarounds. And Lexus LX, all
these years on, is still a perfect fit for all of this.

Even at over three tons—uwhich is, of course,
exactly what is wanted in a big SUV—the hybrid
[X is not only powerful, as its powertrain output

would suggest, but surprisingly nimble and accu-
rate on pavement or off.

We took our LX hybrid Overtrail on one particu-
larly fun run that put all of the above to the test—
from local streets, to freeway ramp acceleration,
to long four-lane boulevards, to a narrow, winding
mountain two-lane, to a steep, rutted dirt climb
with a tight, cliff-defying turnaround for a finale.

Under acceleration to highway speeds, the hy-
brid build delivers ample power, a great grow! and
great presence. You know you're dressed in a city
suit, but this SUV has beast mode in its bones.

That mountain two-lane, one we visit often, is
so loaded with successive alternating curves—
and with unforgivingly tight guardrails to boot—
it's a challenging test straight away. And on this
stretch, the LX's handling is very precise—notably
more accurate than people coming the other way,
in fact, where the real challenge often lies.

e i SR

We likely could have tackled our dirt climb right
out of the box, but popped it into 4WD, via an ex-
tremely handy switch on the console, and locked
the differentials front and rear just for good meas-
ure. Through enough troughs and swales to redi-
rect many machines, we powered straight up.

What we semi-jokingly refer to as a 17-point
turnaround up top provides a chance to check our
trust levels with any camera system, though we
usually do get out at some point to see where we
are. The overlays on our backup image were com-
plex—all the more useful to a regular owner, a bit
of a trust challenge when unfamiliar—but proved
accurate, and we were done, descended and on
the road back out, pronto.

As a larger beast, the LX does have a higher
center of gravity, which you can feel in some ways,
but not much—it's more accurate and more nim-
ble than many a vehicle of much smaller size or (at

least visually) ground-hugging profile.

Being a hybrid, its powertrain will drop to silent
at a stop, but it is always ready—and still promis-
ing MPG in the 20s. On some surfaces, the all-ter-
rain tire and wheel set produces a little more road
noise than a purely city build, just enough to re-
mind you it is ready for the weekend.

[t's common enough to see mainstream brands
pick up some premium touches from their own pre-
mium sibling brand, an aspirational move with
clear benefits to the customer base. What we may
see less often is the inverse of that—the premi-
um-luxe brand picking up tough duty touches from
its more mainstream sibling brand. The trick is that
the premium LX has plenty of presence to take on
the rougher, tougher elements of its rock-worthy
cousins. Enter the new Lexus LX Overtrail—with a
successfully executed new range of opportunity in
the premium-luxe range. M i
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~ SPECIFICA!

ASSEMBLY ........Toyota Auto Body, Yoshiwara
ROWS/SEATS ...(opt) three / seven

ENGINE 5L TSI 24v V6, DOHC, EFI,
chain drive,

NiMH 288 kW, 240 cells
457 hp / 583 Ib-ft

BATTERY

HP/TORQUI
COMPRESSION RATIO ...

TRANSMISSION .10-spd automatic
DRIVETRAIN .. .AWD
sec /210 mph
bl wishbone; R: multilink
STEERING.. ....elec pwr steering
BRAKES F: 13.94 x 1.26 vented;
R: 13.19 x 0.79 vented
WHEELS 8-in matte gray metallic alloy
TIRES .... 265/65R18 33-in all-terrain
LENGTH / WHEELBASE . 200.59/112.2in
GROUND CLEARANCE ... Overtrail) 8.07 in
APPR / DEPART . Overtrail) 23.0 / 22.0°

37.8/3
“LEGROOM (F/2/3) 41.14/36.61/31.1in
CARGO CAPACI .23//30.98/ 62.43 cu.ft
TOW CAPACITY ...8000 Ib
WEIGHT 230-6260 |b
+oct prem unl / 17.97 gal
19/22/20 (city/hwy/comb)
BASE PRICE
AUDIO: Mark, Levinson25-speaker -2400-watt
Reference Surround Sound
DESTINATION CHARGE

FOTAt . 1o g $118,010

Ours was a 2025 model; see 2026 pricing, below.

2026 LEXUS LX LINEUP

LX 600: 409'hp./479 Ib
Premium..
F SPORT Handlin

LX 700h: 457 hp / 583 Ib-ft hybrid
Overtrail $116,685
F SPORT Handling .. ...118,950
...120,950
Ultra Luxury........cccooccucvvvvvcericricrnn.... 142,450
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"We design high-quality
custom signs In all sizes for
every occasion—military,
celebrations, golf outings,
retirements, family events,
and more. Whatever the
moment, we'll help you
capture It beautifully.”

PRESENT:!

ALUMINUM CRAFTED
PREMIUM SIGNS

ALL CUSTOM MADE WITH YOUR PHOTOS & STORY

Chevrolet Impala
427 cubic inch engine

L36 with 390
and 460 Ib-ft of torque,

Holley four-barrel carburetor
Four-bolt main

Solid-lifter cam
11.0:1 compression ratio

the three-speed Turbo
& Hydramatic

o Email Your Personal pictures

0 Receive Your personal sample
© Make Payment
© Receive delivery!

For Prices & Sizes contact ErrigoStudios@gmail.com
69 General Heath Ave * White Plains, NY 10603 * 914.522.0987

MOTORSPORTS : PHOENIX RACEWAY SPRING WEEKEND 2026 : NASCAR PLUS INDYCAR

NASCAR/INDYCAR SPRING WEEKEND:

TWO SERIES, ONE TRACK: THURSDAY-SUNDAY MARCH 5-8, 2026

Tickets are available now for a historic NASCAR/INDYCAR Spring Week-
end at Phoenix Raceway, March 5-8. Action begins Thursday with the
ARCA Menards Series and continues Friday with NASCAR Q'Reilly Auto Parts
Series and NTT INDYCAR SERIES practice and qualifying. That leads to an ac-
tion-packed Saturday, which includes an INDYCAR/NASCAR doubleheader be-
ginning with the Good Ranchers 250 and concluding with the NASCAR O'Reilly
Auto Parts Series’ GOVX 200. Then on Sunday, stars of the NASCAR Cup Ser-
ies take center stage with the Straight Talk Wireless 500.

GET YOUR TICKETS:

e Reserved Grandstand seats @ Infield ® Grandstand + Infield Bundle
PREMIUM EXPERIENCES:

e Bush Light Lounge e The Perch e Luxury Suites

CAMPING: both RV and glamping
PACKAGES: 2026 Fall NASCAR Championship Race 2-day or 3-day
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS: Military, first responders, educators and groups

TICKETS & RESERVATIONS:
Reserve ASAP at 866-408-RACE (7223) or phoenixraceway.com
You can also buy and resell tickets at SeatGeek.com

Thursday, March 5, 2026: 4:00 pm
SPRING ARCA MENARDS RACE

Start your race weekend as the stars of tomorrow fight it out for the top spot!

Saturday, March 7, 2026: 1:00 pm

NTT INDYCAR GOOD RANCHERS 250

The NTT INDYCAR Series is making its long-awaited return to Phoenix!
Saturday, March 7, 2026: 5:00 pm

NASCAR GOVX 200

Rising stars of the NASCAR O'Reilly Auto Parts Series take on the track!

Sunday, March 8, 2026: 12:30 pm
NASCAR STRAIGHT TALK WIRELESS 500

Witness the power, the speed, and the moments that make champions as you
watch the sport's biggest names battle it out in person.

ALSO: Monday, March 9, 2026: NASCAR RACING EXPERIENCE
Drive a real NASCAR Race Car yourself! After training and instruction, you can
get behind the wheel and drive for up to 48 minutes on Phoenix Raceway!

PHOENIX J .
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WITH : 2026 VOLKSWAGEN ID.4 AWD PRO S

e last had the Volkswagen ID.4 in our fleet

five years ago. Many another new EV has
rolled down the pike since then, and we've driven
most all of them. And yet the ID.4 has remained
just as fresh in style and spec throughout. In fact,
it is a bit of a giant in the field.

Volkswagen recently hit their two-millionth EV
sale globally, this on the heels of taking the num-
ber one sales spot for full battery-EVs in Europe for
2025. There, they offer an ID.3, ID.4, ID.5, ID.7 and
ID.Buzz—ID.Buzz being their VW Microbus reimag-
ined as an EV for the new millennium (our March-
April 2025 cover feature). Here in the US, we get
the ID.Buzz and the ID.4. Their successes suggest
an ever-brighter future overseas, though here in
the US, market trends for EVs are less certain.

There are differences from our 2021 sample. It
was then built in Germany, now in Tennessee. In
2021, the lineup ranged from $39,995 to $48,175,
including the base-trim ID.4 AWD proudly claiming
the crown as the most affordable all-wheel-drive
EV in the US (at $43,675). The same trims look
pricier now at a glance ($45,095 to $54,095), plus
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there is a new Pro S Plus this year at $57,655, but
it's about a 12-13 percent rise, less than general
inflation over that timespan. (There is, of course,
wider and more complex competition by now.)
Over these five years, battery and powertrain
specs are the same, by and large, though output
has been tweaked, front brakes are a little bigger,
and MPGe is up by a hair. While length and interi-
or dimensions are the same, the wheelbase has
shrunk by just one-tenth of an inch, while the turn-
ing circle has grown from a remarkable 33.56 feet
to a still notable 36.4 feet now—these most like-
ly per battery evolution. Suspension build is the
same, though approach-breakover angles are larg-
er, while departure is smaller, presumably from
just a bit of body tweaking. This overall sameness
can be a healthy approach, as we've often won-
dered whether there’s really still a need to inces-
santly have new model years, versus just doing it
by generations, like computers or phones.
Perhaps this Silicon Valley-think is directly re-
lated to a dislike we have with this EV. Many con-
temporary vehicle interfaces contain smartphone-
wannabe cues, and this one goes above and be-
yond, as you can't really turn it off (you know how

even if you think your phone is off, speaking to it
can “turn it back on"?). We find it uncomfortable
to sit in a car we would normally turn off, but with
everything still lit up and running, and the music
still playing. You hope no-one is noticing, for secu-
rity reasons as well as privacy, but all you can do
is walk away, hope it locks and ignition is off and
hope nobody jumps in and steals it while you're
wondering all this. There seems no productive rea-
son for this. We noted it five years ago, too, polite-
ly calling it idiosyncratic. But functionally, it's real-
ly just different for the sake of being different.

The ID.4 does have a nice mix of style and util-
ity (the latter within the constraints of its stream-
lined low roof). While more distinctively VW from
the front, it's quite handsome also from a rear
three-quarter view.

As for the drive, it's everything you love and ex-
pect from an EV—quick, quiet and smooth.

Our urge is to say hey, it looks and drives great,
why don't you bring it back when you have it work-
ing right? And they'll say “Whattaya mean, work-
ing right?” as the things we don't like are all done
on purpose. So give it a try. Our nitpicks could just
as easily turn out to be your favorite features. Il

A Volkswagen North American Charging System (NACS) DC adapter comes standard with the ID.4,
allowing access to Tesla's Supercharger network of 25,000 compatible DC fast chargers.

SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY ......... Chattanooga, Tennessee
CONSTRUCTION. .unitary / steel
CLASS / SEATS ... .small SUV / five
MOTORS ......dual electric motors (and AWD):
F: ASM asynchronous;

R: PSM permanent magnet synchronous

BATTERY.... lithium-ion 82 kWh (gross)
w Performance drive unit
ELECTRICAL........AC onboard max rate 11 kW,
DC fast charge max rate 170 kW
DRIVETRAIN.......
TRANSMISSION
SUSPENSION ..... Strut-type w lower
control arms, coils, telescopic dampers,
anti-roll bar; R: multi-link w coils,
telescopic dampers, anti-roll bar
STEERING.. ....electric rack-and-pinion
BRAKES. ...F:14.1 x 1.2-in vented;
- R: 11.0x 2.0-in drums
WHEELS........... F: 8J x 20; R: 9J x 20 alum alloy
TIRES ...F: 235/50 R20 104T; R: 255/45 R20 105T
Kumho Crugen HP71 all-season
LENGTH / WHEELBASE

TURNING CIRCLE.................coooviieciciicnnns
HEADROOM (F/R)
LEGROOM (F/R)...

41.1/37.6in
...30.3/64.2 cu.ft

BASEPRICE ......................

PAINT: Arctic Blue Metallic
BLACK PKG: 20-in 5-spoke black alloy wheels;
black mirrors, door handles, badgi

DESTINATION CHARGE..........................

(No Monroney sticker included with vehicle;
a couple of easily apparent options included
above using info from consumer website).

....... L
ProS. | 54,095
ProSPlus..... ....57,655

'FLAGSTAFF

LCOM —

Where to stay

Things to do - Food & drink
Downtown - Day trips
Visitor information

Event calendar

flagstaff.com

Southwest Media Communications
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hough Lucid Motors builds its vehicles here in
Arizona, at a factory outside Casa Grande, the
company is based in Newark, California, across the
Dumbarton Bridge from Palo Alto. While we have
driven them at comparos elsewhere (where they
have done well with awards, thus landing on our
cover here), this would be our first time behind the
wheel here at home, in the state of their birth.
We've all seen EVs that are given the “luxury”
tag simply because they are pricey. Lucid is pricey,
too, but it has earned this tag. There are two basic
vehicle forms in the family—Lucid Air, a sedan, and
Lucid Gravity, an SUV or crossover. Four trims of the
sedan range wildy in key attributes—from 430 to a
whopping 1,234 horsepower and from $70,900 to
a whopping $249,000 in base price. Our Touring is
just second-up of these four, but is no slouch, at
600 hp and $79,900, passing $100k once optioned.
Range is one of Lucid's biggest bragging points,
with all versions estimating over 400 miles, some
over 500 miles, and adaptation to the Tesla Super-
charger network, as of last year, expanding their
positioning angle as good road-trippers.
Typically enough, we noted smartphone-caliber
features often found in Silicon Valley-hearted ve-
hicles, saying “not unique to this brand (well, quite

Loyalty.

A one-on-one pariner.
BY JOE SAGE

a few may be), they have certainly taken them to a
much higher level,” and “card tricks, magic shows
and disappearing acts can be fascinating, even
charming, but less so at three tons and 80 miles an
hour.” We noted features that were “like having a
magician get in the way of your BBQ, when all you
want is someone to hand you a cheeseburger, but
he's gonna turn it into a whole flourishing show,
fun at first, till you're raising an eyebrow and wait-
ing for it to please just stop.” But again, all this is
to be expected.

We found it more useful, though, to refer back to
our comparo results from two years ago, compet-
ing among alternatives largely still representative
today (although rapid evolution is likely looming).

NWAPA in the Pacific Northwest had combined
Run to the Sun (performance) and Drive Revolution
(pure BEV and PHEV) into a blended event that al-
lowed the same vehicle's participation in both.

Interestingly, Lucid entered the same two dif-
ferent price levels of full EV in the luxury subset of
both events (a rear-drive Lucid Air Pure, the least
expensive though optioned to $98k, and a Grand
Touring at $138Kk). Perhaps surprisingly, these had
no wins in the more targeted, EV-centric Drive Rev-
olution (which was won instead by vehicles in the

A WEEK WITH : 2026 LUCID AIR TOURING |

2025 LUCID AIR LINEUP

AIR PURE
430 hp, RWD, range <420 miles ...............coo......... $70,900

AIR TOURING

600 hp, AWD, range <406 miles....................... ¥ 79,900
AIR GRAND TOURING

819 hp, AWD, range <512 miles ............cccoveernnne 114,900

AIR SAPPHIRE
1234 hp, AWD, range 427 miles...........ccocovvvrenn 249,000

$43-74k range). Yet in the all-powertrains Run to
the Sun performance vehicle event, Lucid took the
trophies for both its luxury category and the over-
all event (in both cases the $138k Grand Touring,
competing against others from $53-206k).

This may suggest that Lucid’s EV nature is not
necessarily the prime driver for its audience. Sure,
they're shopping EVs, but that's a given for them
by the time they hit the dealers. Rather, it's the
fundamental nature of the beast that seals the
deal. From this, we reached a conclusion that may
seem a little offbeat, but makes sense and sticks
with us—familiarity. Finicky? Sure, it can be to the
uninitiated. But there are breeds of dogs like this,
that are fully responsive to one owner, one master.
You can reach a solid understanding with one, if it's
yours, but it's going to be a deep one-on-one re-
lationship. And this suits Lucid just fine. Il

SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY ............ccooovoveveeerenn, Casa Grande, Arizona
ENGINE/TRANS BUILD ...............cooovvveviiieee USA / USA
PARTS CONTENT ........

MOTORS....

BATTERY ....... kWh (18 module), platform archt 700V+
MAX POWER / TORQUE ...................... 620 hp / 885 Ib-ft
TRANSMISSION .single-speed (ratio 7:1)
DRIVETRAIN ........cooviiiiiiieeeeeececeee e AWD
0-TO-60 / TOP SPEED..................c........... 3.4 sec / 140 mph
SUSPENSION F: Alum-intensive virtual axis

dbl wishbone; high strength steel coils, hollow

anti roll bar; adaptive dampers w indep compression

& rebound control at 500Hz (unique calib for modes);

R: Alum-intensive multi-link. High strength steel coils,
anti roll bar; adaptive dampers w indep compression

& rebound control at 500Hz (unigue calib for modes)
STEERING ..............ovvorveennn elec assist rack & pinion
BRAKES ..F: 15-in vented, 6-piston fixed;
R: 14.8-in vented, 4-piston fixed
WHEELS/TIRES..................... opt 20 / Michelin Pilot Sport
summer, Lucid-specific compound and

constr: F: 245/40ZR20, R: 265/40R20

LENGTH /WHEELBASE .................cccoonene. 195.9/116.51in
HEADROOM (F/R) ... (metal roof) 39.6 / 37.8 in

LEGROOM (F/R) .......coooovorveriineiecininen 454 /376 in
GROUND CLEARANCE. (std 19-in wheels) 4.9 in
TURNING CIRCLE................c.oooiiiiiieieiceieiceee 39.4 ft
CARGO CAPACITY .........trunk: 22.1 cu.ft, frunk: 10.0 cu.ft
(std 19-in wheels) 5009 Ib

..................................... up to 250 kW
........................................................... na
........................................ (20-in wheels) 377 miles
MPGe............ (MPGe) 126/121/123 (city/hwy/comb)
BASEPRICE. . ... oo $79,900
PAINT: Fathom Blue Metallic...........ccooccovvooivcoriierienn 800

AUDIO: Surreal Sound Pro w 21 spkrs....
WHEELS: 20-in Aero Lite Stealth........
COMFORT & CONVENIENCE PACKAGE:
pwr frunk, pwr rear & rear side sunshades, four-zone cli-
mate, heated wipers, heated steering wheel, heated rear
seats, rear center console display ...
FRONT SEATS: 20-way power, massage,
VENHIAtION. ...
R DESTINATION CHARGE..........................

TRAVEL SITES TO BE SJEEN

Where to stay

Things to do - Tours
Wellness - Restaurants

Day trips - Visitor information
Event calendar

sedona.net

Southwest Media Communications
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SPECIAL EVENT : ARIZONA CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE 2026

ARIZONA CONCOURS

BEST OF SHOW, CLASS WINNERS & HIGHLIGHTS

he annual Arizona Car Week of auctions
T and events was Kicked off by the Arizona
Concours d’Elegance, with a brilliant showing
of collector vehicles on Sunday, January 18, on
the lawns of the Scottsdale Civic Center.

While much of the nation shivered under a
wintry cold snap, the weather in Scottsdale was
ideal for the Arizona Concours automotive
garden party and celebration of motoring past
and present. The weather was ideal, as the
Arizona Concours hosted a terrific array of more
than 100 collector vehicles from the US and
Europe. More than 100 collector cars and
historic motorcycles were on display and
professionally judged for awards in 13 car
classes and one motorcycle class, as well as
receiving special prizes and awards, with
German and British examples—one for a pre-
World War II vehicle and one for post-WWII—

chosen by the judges from the 14 class winners

for the top awards.

A

vl A\«
ARIZONA

Concours d'Elegance
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BEST OF SHOW AWARDS

Pre-World War II

The 140th anniversary of Mercedes-Benz was honored, so
the selection of the supercharged 540K—one of the most
powerful and elegant cars of its day—as Best in Class was
appropriate. Taking the trophy was an impressive 1936
Mercedes-Benz 540K Cabriolet B owned by Valerie and
Aaron Weiss of San Marino, California.

Post-World War II

The post-war winner was chosen from the class called
European Sports/Racing Cars — Early (1948-1960). A 1955
Jaguar D-Type in the brilliant red paint scheme that
Carroll Shelby raced it in the ‘50s, the winning beauty is
owned by Jeremy McChesney of Laguna Beach, California.

MAKE-A-WISH® ARIZONA

One of the most-coveted special awards was presented by
the Arizona Concours’ longtime beneficiary, Make-A-
Wish® Arizona, the founding chapter of the national
organization that grants wishes for children facing life-
threatening medical conditions.

A group of Wish Kids were present at the Concours to
pick out their favorite car, with the award going to a perky
1964 Amphicar 770, a combination automobile and
watercraft owned by Jared Guynes and Jessica Sapp of
Royse City, Texas.

(cont’d)

(At right):

Class 3. Continental Elegance in Motion — 1930s European Coachwork
1936 Mercedes-Benz 540K Cabriolet B
Valerie and Aaron Weiss, San Marino, California | Rob Mains photo

Class 7. Post-War Sculpture in Motion —

European Sports/Racing Cars (1948-1960)

1955 Jaguar D-Type

Jeremy McChesney, Laguna Beach, Californiaa | Rob Mains photo

Make-A-Wish Arizona - Wish Kids" Award
1964 Amphicar 770
Jared Guynes and Jessica Sapp, Royse City, Texas | Bob Golfen photo

Make-ish

ARIZONA
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SPECIAL AWARDS

The full list of Special Awards is as follows:

Scottsdale Arts Award for Automotive Artistry
1931 Mercedes-Benz 38/250 SSK
Touring Auto Collection, Decatur, Illinois

Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation Award for

Automotive Design that is Both Unique and Elegant

1929 Cord L-29 Cabriolet
Jason Manns, Festus, Missouri

Arizona Concours Award for

Design that has Endured the Ages
1955 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL “Gullwing” coupe
Robert J. Lavinia, Paradise Valley, Arizona

The Clive Cussler “Passion for Collecting” Award
1935 Swallow Coachbuilding SS1 Coupe
Eduardo and Michelle Zavala Harris, Saint Petersburg, Florida

Arizona Concours Award for
Exceptional Engineering in Period
1952 Mercedes-Benz W194 300 SL Coupe
Bruce McCaw, Bellevue, Washington

The Russ and Nellie Jackson Memorial Award
1939 Mercedes-Benz 540K Special Roadster
Touring Auto Collection, Decatur, Illinois

Arizona Concours Director’s/Chairman’s Award
1936 Bugatti Type-57 Stelvio
Carolyn and Craig Jackson, Scottsdale, Arizona

Arizona Concours Director’s/Chairman’s Award
2024 RUF CTR Anniversary Edition
Dan Withers, Phoenix, Arizona

Fashion Designer Award
1955 Jaguar D-Type
Jeremy McChesney, Laguna Beach, California

Fashion Designer Award
1939 Buick Special Model 46 Business Coupe
Terry and Carol Stines, Phoenix, Arizona

BEST IN CLASS AWARDS

The full list of Best in Class Awards is as follows:

Class 1. Sculpted for Speed ~
Pre-war Sports and Race Cars

1908 American 50/60HP Underslung Roadster
The Singleton Collection, Costa Mesa, California

Class 2. Art Deco Sculpted Luxury ~
1930s American Coachwork

1935 Auburn 851 Supercharged Boattail Speedster
The Singleton Collection, Costa Mesa, California

Class 3. Continental Elegance in Motion ~ 1930s
European Coachwork

1936 Mercedes-Benz 540K Cabriolet B

Valerie and Aaron Weiss, San Marino, California

Class 4. Avant Garde ~

1930s, 40s, and 50s Visions from Maverick Minds
1954 Cadillac Eldorado

Ed and Norma Ramirez, Scottsdale, Arizona
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Class 5. Featured Class ~ Elegance meets Utility ~
Nostalgic Mid-Century Family Wagons

1963 Pontiac Bonneville Safari

Rich and Nancy Wilkinson, Paradise Valley, Arizona

Class 6. Patina and Provenance ~ Mostly Original,
Well Preserved, and at least 50 years old

1959 Buick LeSabre hardtop

Rich and Nancy Wilkinson, Paradise Valley, Arizona

Class 7. Post-War Sculpture in Motion ~
European Sports/Racing Cars (1948-1960)
1955 Jaguar D-Type

Jeremy McChesney, Laguna Beach, California

Class 8. Post-War Sculpture in Motion ~
European Sports/Racing Cars (1960-1975)
1966 Jaguar XK-E OTS

Christopher and Julie O’Leary, Scottsdale, Arizona

Class 9. Post-War Sculpture in Motion ~
Ferrari Sports/Racing Cars (1961-1975)
1966 Ferrari 330GT Series II

Ed and Kimberly Montini, Gilbert, Arizona

Class 10. There’s No Replacement for Displacement ~
American-Powered Sports/Racing Cars (1950-75)

1953 Chevrolet Corvette

James and Valerie Sheehan Stingray Ranch Collection,

Cave Creek, Arizona

Class 11. Slicing the Air at 200 mph ~
Exotic Sports Cars 2000-2025

2025 Mercedes-Benz AMG One

Paul Devers, Sylvania, Ohio

Class 12. Featured Class ~ Celebrating

140 years of Mercedes-Benz Engineering and Design
1956 Mercedes-Benz 300 SC Cabriolet

Mercedes-Benz of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff, Arizona

Class 13. Featured Class ~

Sun, Sand & Surf ~ Cars built for the Beach
1958 Vespa 400 Jolly

The Nethercutt Collection, Sylmar, California

Class 14. Sculpture on Two Wheels ~
Classic & Historic Motorcycles

1973 Husqvarna 250cc WR/RT

John J. Hernandez, Dolores, Colorado

ARIZONA CONCOURS INFORMATION

For more information, visit ArizonaConcours.org. ll

(At right):

Class 1. Sculpted for Speed — Pre-war Sports and Race Cars
1908 American 50/60HP Underslung Roadster
The Singleton Collection, Costa Mesa, California | Rob Mains photo

Class 6. Patina and Provenance — Mostly Original, Well Preserved,
and at least 50 years old

1959 Buick LeSabre hardtop

Rich and Nancy Wilkinson, Paradise Valley, Arizona | Bob Golfen photo

Class 11. Slicing the Air at 200 mph — Exotic Sports Cars 2000-2025
2025 Mercedes-Benz AMG One
Paul Devers, Sylvania, Ohio | Rob Mains photo
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his piece is longer than some, for multiple rea-
sons. The new Dodge Charger looks great com-
ing or going, so we show both angles. Our sam-
ple’s “Peel Out” paint lights up the pages. The car
showcases significant trends, reflecting and redi-
recting the state of migration (or not) to (and/or
back from) EVs. Maybe it's just the objectively sex-
iest thing in here. And/or we just had a lot to say.
We welcome the triumphant return of internal
combustion to the Dodge muscle car family. It's a
simple lineup for now, and its recent life story is
also not that complicated. Or then again, it is.
The long-running two-door Challenger and four-
door Charger lineups have undergone much change

& e

over the past couple of years, melding into one EV,
the Dodge Charger Daytona—uwith one (electric-
sounding) name, one style evoking the spirit of
both, and your choice of two or four doors.

Then as EV fever abruptly cooled, Stellantis has
been among the first and most comprehensive in
recalibrating to bring back internal combustion as
quickly as they could. Thus now we have variety—
not one but two gasoline-powered Chargers, in the
same style as Charger Daytona, which is still an
EV and still available, now making three options.

Ours is the 2026 Dodge Charger Scat Pack Plus
2-Door AWD, with a 550-hp SIXPACK high output
3.0L twin-turbo inline-6. With a 420-hp R/T arriv-

A WEEK WITH : 2026 DODGE CHARGER SCAT PACK PLUS 2-DOOR AWD

ing this spring, ours marks the top ICE, or the mid-
dle of a three-versions ICE-plus-EV lineup, by hors-
es (see chart at right). Four doors are yours on any
for $2,000 more.

Without the EV detour, who knows when there
may have been a restyling of the two veterans. But
that chapter did bring us an updated look, both old
school and new school—traditionally cool, while
modernized in so many ways.

DRIVING— The engine and exhaust sounded
exciting from the moment our Charger pulled up.
True, many are clamoring for a V8 (and we would
certainly be fans). For now, when it comes to the
reasons why—power, sound and feel—this ful-

fills a lot of them, in its own way. With a general-
ly higher and tighter note than a V8, and with a tap
of the pedal generating a more immediate jump to
action than expected based on lingering V8 feels,
the new powertrain is magical for this era, if not
in quite the same way.

Be that as it may, we quickly felt like we were
driving the coolest thing on the road. It sounds es-
pecially great when starting up, accelerating or id-
ling with a solid rumble. We appreciated the car's
own soundtrack to the point that we uncharacter-
istically drove with our own audio off, to better ex-
perience the powertrain’s own acoustic feed.

Performance features beyond the powertrain in-
clude everything from suspension to Performance
Pages, where all of the above come together. Not
having a track opportunity, we largely using regu-
lar drive modes with default steering, suspension
and drivetrain. Suspension and steering through
turns could feel a little skittish for AWD, although

it's a little hard to analyze, as it runs through its
low gears quickly. Funny insight, though—while
we appreciate its flat-top-flat-bottom track-style
steering wheel, this may multiply (or itself create)
that irregular feel. We look forward to more time,
in more conditions, with full run of the mades, in-
cluding even a RWD mode.

That was all in town, so we headed out to some
of our favorite high country two-lanes. Here, any
nitpicking analysis quickly melted away, as we be-
came one with every hill and curve. We made few
comments on these more thrilling roads—in short,
summed up as 100 percent “shut up and drive!”

And this then stayed with us as we returned to
daily duties and city streets. By this point, whether
for sound effects or bursts of pep, you may find
yourself likely to show off when the light turns
green. And this suits its personality very well.

Great fun to drive, beautifully executed, all in all
once again one of the best head-turners on the

(cont’d)

SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY ............... Windsor, Ontario, Canada
BUILD ... eel unibody / aluminum hood
SEATING CAPACITY........coreniurerenireierirenserenees i
ENGINE/TRANS BUIL
PARTS CONTENT..........cccoomsene US/Canada 42% /
Mexico 27% / Hungary 25%
ENGINE...... <.....3.0L twin turbo SIXPACK HO
inline-6, DOHC, roller finger followers,
24v, dual VVT phasers, GDI 350 bar
central injection, deep skirt cast alum
w PM steel main bearing caps
HP/TORQUE ........... 50 hp / 531 Ib-ft
COMPRESSION RATIO ... SRR R
TRANSMISSION 8-spd auto / paddles
DRIVETRAIN..........o.ooooiirrmienrecreeeieereereenas
0-T0-60 / TOP SPEED .
QUARTER-MILE.. .12.2 sec at 114 mph
SUSPENSION = multi-link, spring rate
70 N/mm, monotube shocks, 90mm jounce
travel, 100mm rebound; R: integral link,
spring rate 111 N/mm, monotube shocks,
100mm jounce travel, 100mm rebound
STEERING ..constant ratio gear
BRAKES..... front / floating rear:
F: 380x36mm vented; R: 360x32mm vented
in luster aluminum wheels
RULTRLYA VIR ER

TURNING CIRCLE...
HEADROOM (F/R .39.1/36.9in
LEGROOM (F/R).. 26/37.2in
CARGO CAPACITY .

p
.................. ...tha (city/hwy/comb)
|

BASE PRICE................. $54,995
PAINT: Pel QUL......cerveiurrctieisiceesseesseassenesnaans

CUSTOMER PREFERRED PKG 22B: leatherette

seats, vented front seats, heated rear seats,

- 8-way pwr front psngr seat, 2-way pwr lum-

- bar psngr seat, radio/driver seat/mirrors
memory, premium instrument panel, 16-in
color driver display, Performance Pages,
map-in-cluster display, Uconnect® 5 nav w
12.3-in touchscreen, integrated voice com-
mand, Alexa built-in (wifi req'd), wireless.
charge pad, surround-view cameras, bright
pedals, connected travel/traffic services, |
heads-up display, attitude-adjustment light-
ing, side mirror lamps w logo, rain-sense
wipers, power hatch, premium interior ac-
cents & door trim panel, bi-function LED pre-
mium headlamps; key fob windows down,
power tilt/telescope steering column, black| {
multi-function mirrors, GPS nav........... I

BLACKTOP PKG: dual rear exhaust w black tips/|
dark exterior badging. 1095 |

20-IN WHEEL PKG: 20 x11.0-in luster aluminum |
wheels, 305/35ZR20 all-season tire 1095 |

BULLGLASS RUOF L e, oy = E!.

ALPINE AUDIO: 18-speaker high-performance w |
subwoofe 1k



road, the new Charger secures its birthright.
FEATURES— \We did note a range of nitpicks
during our week, though when you come down to
it, many are minor and most, big or small, are very
likely to be updated—over-the-air or otherwise, a
topic easily found in online discussions of all sorts.
What set the stage for our features experience
every time was the door handle engineering. Upon
arrival or departure, from outside or inside, these
are electronic and vague. We have a hunch that

oy
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many of these smartphone-like e-features came
with a new EV-centric crew, and things will be
updated as the old crew gets pulled back together.

A further sampling includes some overly atten-
tive driver assist features, not unusual in this era,
things that may be fine-tuned (or can be turned off,
at the price of protections). Telling whether the
vehicle is turned on or off is not always certain (al-
so currently disturbingly common in the industry).
Some features are oddly identified, such as climate

control being found under comfort, which sounds
more like a drive mode or seat adjustments. Do
high beams being “disabled” when we need them
most mean we're not in auto mode but should be?
Or we are in auto mode and that disabled them? A
thin binnacle screen is stylish, but harder to stage
a finger or two atop, to operate stalks or switches
while in motion. That region is also tight to the
point that it's easy to unintentionally paddle-shift.
Finding an interface to adjust the HUD is less than
intuitive. Audio controls were more complex than
average, and we never achieved great sound. The
shifter is all electronic, also not uncomman, but
ambiguity between reverse and park is ripe for a
wrong choice in a tight maneuver. Things like that.

Of course, you just have to learn the ropes, as
in anything. More time will reveal all the quirks
and any solutions or workarounds. We always
advise shoppers to get time alone in the cabin and
dig into all their most important and most frequent
settings. So much is revealed in a good orientation

up front.

ALL IN ALL— With so many nitpicks, why do
we love it so? It's a valid question we kept asking
ourselves. On the one hand, as the headline indi-
cates, we are just so glad to have it back, so glad
it exists. More broadly, maybe it's like that signif-
icant other who can sometimes drive someone
crazy with annoying details, but they could never
live without. Moreso, as the meme goes, they
think they can fix them—and in this case, being
an inanimate (of sorts) object and most likely be-
ing already well underway, they probably can and
will or even already have.

Pretty much no matter how you slice it, for cus-
tomers and fans who turned away in frustration
as the brand started its migration to all-electric,
and so much that had been held dear simply
seemed to disappear, this is all great news.

Have they resurrected of the old formula? Cre-
ated a new formula? Some of each? The newest
round of the new Dodge Charger family—the first
round many will really dig into—is surely some of
each. And there’s certainly room—with an enthu-
siastic audience waiting—for continued develop-
ment. HQ does hear the requests for that V8.

PASSION

FOR WHA

MOVE

Pedal is the must-have free social networking app for automotive enthusiasts
to capture and share the passion that moves you—car, truck, van, motorcycle
—collector, dreamer or fan—individual, organization or business.

Create a profile. Follow friends and family, and discover users and hashtags.
Upload your pictures and video. Edit with our filters and opt-in if you'd like
to geotag your posts. Include a link if you want. Share and comment.

Discover a community from all over the world—exotics, vintage, hot rods,
daily drivers, electrics, autonomous and exciting barn finds—individuals

and car clubs—racing from NASCAR to F1—the beautiful, ugly, strange—

everything worth sharing on and off the road. And join in the conversation.

On Pedal, we ‘rev’ the posts we like. Watch your odometer counter go up!

£ Download on the
¢ App Store

GETITON

Google Play

PEDAL

© 2018 CARSICARS!, INC., ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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SPECIAL EVENTS : ARIZONA JANUARY AUCTION WEEK 2026 : RESULTS

Barrett-Jackson

55th Annual Scottsdale Auction
Nine days: Saturday, January 17 - Sunday, January 25, 2026

WestWorld of Scottsdale, Loop 101 & FLWright Blvd, Scottsdale AZ 85260

BARRETT-JACKSON launched the new year with their January 2026 Scottsdale
Auction achieving $195.2 million in total auction sales, with a 100 percent No Reserve
docket featuring 1,911 collectible vehicles, 949 pieces of authentic automobilia, more
than 6,500 registered bidders, and a 100 percent sell-through rate.

On Friday, January 16, the third annual Rock The Block concert, sponsored in part by
Arizona Lottery and Tito's, kicked off the busy week, headlined by country music star Cole
Swindell, with Chase Rice as the opening act. Festivities continued on Sunday, January
18, with the glamorous Opening Night Gala, then on Monday an invitation-only welcome
dinner hosted at Ocean 44. Some of the biggest moments happened on Super Saturday,
January 24, presented by Gila River Resorts & Casinos, led by the sale of the 1955 Mer-
cedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing Coupe (Lot #1377) for $2.53 million and high energy sale of
the 1966 Lincoln Continental Custom Convertible (Lot #1426) for $1.1 million. Across the
auction, nine vehicles raised a total of $5,855,000 for charitable causes (see facing
page). To date, Barrett-Jackson has raised more than $170 million for charity.

The top 10 vehicles sold at the 2026 Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale Auction included:
. 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing Coupe (above).......(Lot #1377) ........ $2,530,000
. 1961 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Roadster ............ccccccoovvec (Lot #1378) .......... 1,870,000
. 2019 MclLaren Senna (Lot #1366).......... 1,870,000
. 2011 Ferrari 599 GTO (Lot #1381) .......... 1,622,500
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. 2021 McLaren Elva (Lot #1378.1)........1,512,500
. 2022 Ford GT '64 Heritage Edition (Lot #1382) .......... 1,237,500
. 1966 Lincoln Continental Custom Convertible................... (Lot #1426) .......... 1,100,000
. 2023 Parsche Brabus 900 Rocket R ....(Lot #1383) ..........1,100,000
. 1963 Chevrolet Corvette Z06 “Big Tank” Split-Window....(Lot #1379).......... 1,100,000
. 2022 Ford GT one-of-one (below right) ..........ccoocoovvoeeeee. (Lot #1365).......... 1,100,000
0f a $4.7 million total, the top three automobilia sales included:

. 1920s Maple Leaf Clear Vision Twin Visible Gas Pump....(Lot #9460) ..
2. Circa 1950s Airport Motel Neon Porcelain Sign

3. Custom 1960s-Style Shelby Cobra Go-Kart .......................

“The demand for late model supercars was incredibly strong in Scottsdale, like the
2019 McLaren Senna ...at nearly $2 million. There was also a healthy demand for rare,
restored classics, like the 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Gullwing ... our top sale, com-
manding over $2.5 million, as well as the 1961 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Roadster,” said
Barrett-Jackson chairman and CEO Craig Jackson.

During the auction, entertainment icons, professional athletes and titans of indus-
try—including Arie Luyendyk, Chip Foose, Drew Brees, Tim Allen and Erik Estrada—
joined attendees to indulge in the world’s most immersive automotive lifestyle event.
“One of the highlights was when Grammy-nominated singer/songwriter Linda Perry
rolled up onto the auction block in her 1967 Chevrolet Camaro (Lot #4000),” notes
Jackson, “singing her smash hit ‘What's Up" with a gospel choir leading the way.”

Barrett-Jackson returns to Palm Beach April 16-18, with advance tickets, VIP pack-
ages, consignments and bidder registration underway. Following that are their inaugural
Columbus (Ohio) Auction, June 25-27, then a return to Las Vegas, September 10-12.

Vv www.barrett-jackson.com

~N N N N O o1

Tunnelw7 Tawers
For,7jati

Barrett-Jackson charity highlights

The Barrett-Jackson January 2026 Scottsdale Auction raised $5,855,000 million for char-

ity through the sale of nine vehicles, which included:

e (One-of-one 2026 Chevrolet Corvette ZR1X Stars & Steel Limited Edition—created in
celebration of the nation's 250th anniversary—sold for $2,600,000 and receiving an
additional $5,000 donation from the Scottsdale Fire Department, with the total ben-

efitting the Tunnel to Towers Foundation (Lot #3008) (above)..................... $2,605,000
e 2026 Ford Mustang Dark Horse SC Track Pack Spec Ed VIN 001 (#3007).....1,250,000
© 2005 Ford GT (Lt #3008) ..........veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 550,000
1972 Chevrolet C50 Custom Pickup (Lot #3005): sold first for $200,000 and immediate-
ly donated back to sell three more times, for a total of ... 875,000

THE WORLD'S GREATEST COLLECTOR CAR AUCTIONS®

® 2018 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon Custom SUV (Lot #3004)..................... 110,000
® 2004 AM General Humvee M1152A1 (Lot #3003).......oveoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeereeeen 75,000
© 1965 Ford Mustang Custom Convertible (Lot #3002): sold for $100,000 with an addi-
tional $10,000 donation for a total of 110,000
© 2025 Indian Sport Chief RT Motarcycle (Lot #3001) 180,000
© 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air Custom Coupe (Lot #3000).............covverreiereecrreeereeane. 100,000
Tunnel to Towers honors fallen FDNY first responders, veterans and their families,
with 100 percent of proceeds funding mortgage-free homes and related support servic-
es. The Scottsdale Firefighters Association donation is the latest in a series of them over
the past few months that have also included the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy,
Scottsdale Food Bank, Coronado Boys Soccer Winter Program and Partners for Paiute.

Barrett-Jackson Cup awards

Capping off a week of voting, a field of 50 world-class custom vehicles were showcased
on the auction block in the Barrett-Jackson Cup Parade on Super Saturday, January 24,
during the event's live broadcast on HISTORY, presented by CRC and BluePrint Engines.
2026 BARRETT-JACKSON CUP ULTIMATE BEST IN SHOW—a 1959 Chevrolet
Impala (below right) built by BBT Fabrications and owned by Eugene Bothello—emerged
victorious from the field of 50, which had been narrowed to five finalists before re-
nowned judges Chip Foose, Bobby Alloway and Troy Trepanier selected the overall win-
ner. The winner received a $20,000 cash prize (below left), along with a custom one-off
set of Revo Forged Wheels, a Barrett-Jackson Cup logo neon sign created by Neon Road
and the event's gold-plated trophy, designed by Barrett-Jackson’s Corbin Snyder.

= JAMUARY 24, 2026
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The other top finalists—receiving awards including a custom-wrapped South 40
Specialties toolbox, a special gift package and $5,000 BluePrint Engines gift certificate,
gift certificates from Summit Racing Equipment and Speedtech, as well as custom tro-
phies sponsared by Craftsman, Pryde Metal Craft and Advanced Plating—included:

1940 Ford Truck...........cco..... Harold Chapman, built by Customs & Hot Rods of Andice

1969 International SCOUt ..........coooovvevvreceene Justin Gray, built by Driven Speed Shop

1964 Corvette Coupe .....Steve & Lee Anne Weaver, built by Mike Goldman Customs

1970 Dodge Challenger........ Steve and Linda Nettleingham, built by Hot Rod Garage
2026 BARRETT-JACKSON CUP PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARD, determined by having
received the most votes during online voting, was claimed by a 1958 Chevrolet Corvette
owned by BJ and Morgan Dees, built by Mike Goldman Customs. Bl
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RESOURCES:

PERFORMANCE DRIVING SCHOOLS

Bonhams | Cars

15th Annual Scottsdale Auction
Friday, January 23, 2026

Westin Kierland Resort & Spa, 6902 E Greenway Pkwy, Scottsdale AZ 85254

BONHAMS | CARS kicked off its 2026 auction calendar with The Scottsdale Auction,
held on January 23 at the Westin Kierland Resort. A packed house, lively in-room bid-
ding and a strong performance delivered a 90 percent sell-through rate, as the event
attracted strong interest from collectors and enthusiasts, with impressive results that
set a confident tone for the year ahead. Featuring an exceptional lineup of 59 collector
cars, the auction totaled $11 million in sales.

Top sales and highlights included:

e 2024 Bugatti Chiron Super Sport “Eléphant Blanc” (above; below left)..$5,065,000

The headliner and undisputed highlight at Bonhams was the Bugatti Chiron Super
Sport “Eléphant Blanc"—a one-of-one Sur Mesure commission conceived as a contem-
porary tribute to the legendary Type 41 Royale and its famed motif. Presented in its orig-
inal Glacier White finish with just 2,750 miles, it embodies the seamless blend of her-
itage and innovation that define Bugatti’s most exclusive modern creations, ultimately
exceeding its pre-sale low estimate.

1957 Mercedes-Benz 300SL Ro@dStEr ..........oovuuvverirrieeeee $945,500

Following the success of the Bugatti, another highlight was the 1957 Mercedes-Benz
300SL Roadster that realized $345,500 including premium. Delivered new from Stuttgart
in a rare special order palette and now finished in Ivory with Dark Red leather, it remains
a well presented example of one of the most iconic sports cars of its era.
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© 1996 Hummer H1 Four-Door Hard Top Pickup.......c..cooovveviiiiccceec $456,000
The last car purchased by the late Tupac Shakur and a defining artifact of his brief but
monumental career, this Hummer Pickup exceeded its pre-sale low estimate, selling for
$456,000 including premium, establishing a new world auction record for a Hummer H1.
Modified during Tupac's ownership and accompanied by documentation from his estate,
the truck is an instantly recognizable emblem of 1990s rap culture and a rare surviving
link to one of music’s most influential voices.

© 2026 Porsche 911 GT3 Touring $373,500

Showing only 19 miles from new, this factory fresh Touring is finished in Slate Grey
Neo over Exclusive Guards Red leather and represents a particularly desirable specifica-
tion of Parsche’s celebrated GT3 lineage.

© 2006 Ferrari FA30 SPIGBT...........ovweoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $362,500

This single owner, 6,300-mile example is finished in Rosso Corsa over black leather
and is equipped with the coveted gated 6-speed manual gearbox, making it an especial-
ly appealing F430.

© 1966 Aston Martin DBB COUPE..........ov.eveereeereeceeceesee s $246,400
Originally in factory Silver Birch over Red leather, this numbers-matching DB6 now pres-
ents beautifully in Oyster Shell Grey. A three-time Great Race finisher, it is a highly desir-
able and rally prepared example of the ultimate evolution of the classic “DB” series.

Bonhams | Cars headed next to its annual The Paris Sale on January 30, staged for the
first time at historic Polo de Paris during Rétromobile Week. US events in 2026 include
The Miami Auction on May 3, during the Formula 1 Miami Grand Prix; The Greenwich
(Connecticut) Auction on May 31; a dedicated sale for the National Automabile Museum
in Reno on June 13; and Monterey Car Week auction on August 13.
V DIRECT TO BONHAMS | CARS - www.cars.honhams.com

DESTINATION
FOR AUTORACING &
DRIVING'SCHO®ISI = :
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Since 1975, Skip Barber Racing School has operated a fully
integrated system of racing school, driving schools, corporate events
and special projects across North America, at WeatherTech Raceway
Laguna Seca, Lime Rock Park, NJ Motorsports Park and Road
Atlanta. No other organization delivers such a combination of high
quality instruction, equipment, facilities and memorable experience.

Whether you are a new driver looking to improve your street
awareness skills, or an accomplished amateur racer looking to take
the next step, Skip Barber Racing School has a program for you!

SKIPBARBER.com /| 866.932.1949

Learn To Drive!
Learn To Race!

Learn To Win!

It doesn’t get more real than this! When you
enroll in one of our race programs, you'll be
strapped into a real 150 bhp Formula 2000
racecar capable of 0-60 mph in 4.2 seconds,
130 mph in the draft, pulling up to 2g's in the
corners, and stopping on a dime.

Full SCCA accreditation | No Artificial Speed/Rev limits | Full Laps Every Session
Passing Allowed In All Programs | In Car Timing Systems | Textbooks In Advance
3-1 Student to Instructor Ratio | Formula 2000 Racing Series For Graduates

<&
BERTIL

ROOS

RACING
SCHOOL

]
PALM BEACH INT'L RACEWAY - LIME ROCK PARK - NJ MOTORSPORTS PARK
POCONOINT'L RACEWAY - DOMINION RACEWAY - ROEBLING ROAD RACEWAY
BERTILROOS.com | 800-722-3669

Adrenaline On Ice

Strengthen core competencies.
Master new skills. Confront your
demons. From introductory
courses to advanced and
custom classes, the
Bridgestone Winter Driving
School is your path to
winter driving greatness.

DON'T JUST BE IN THE DRIVER'S SEAT — OWN IT.
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dwﬂ,u,ﬁﬁﬁf 9?0.87?.6104
winterdrive.com
m open 7 days a week
smol Steamboat Springs, Colorado

SIDE-BY-SIDE RACING
STARTING AT JUST $399

DRAG RACING SCHOOL
866.480.7223 | frankhawley.com

FONTANA, CA - PHOENIX, AZ - GAINESVILLE, FL
ST. LOUIS, MO - NORWALK, OH - READING, PA
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RM Sotheby’s

28th Annual Automobiles of Arizona
Friday, January 23, 2026

Arizona Biltmore Resort and Spa, 2400 E Missouri Ave, Phoenix AZ 85016

RM SOTHEBY'S launched the 2026 auction season at the Arizona Biltmore Resort &
Spa, achieving $63 million in total sales during its 28th annual Arizona auction. The sin-
gle-day sale posted a 94 percent sell-through rate, as collectors from 23 countries com-
peted for historically significant modern and post-war icons, led by standout results for
the Ferrari marque—a 1995 Ferrari F50 sold for $8,805,000, a 2003 Ferrari Enzo sold for
$9,300,000, and a 2015 Ferrari LaFerrari sold for $5,477,500. In total, six world records
were set, including a 2005 Porsche Carrera GT at a record-breaking price of $3,085,000.
The top 10 lots sold at the 2026 RM Sotheby’s Automobiles of Arizona included:

1. 2003 Ferrari Enzo (above; below 1eft)...........coooooovoeee $9,300,000
2. 1995 FOITari FOO ... 8,805,000
3. 2015 Ferrari LAFEITAI..........ooeoceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 5,477,500
4. 2005 Porsche Carrera GT .........o.coovveooreoreeeeeeeeeeeeeseis (new record) 3,085,000
5. 1988 Porsche 959 KOmfort........c.vveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e (new record) 2,535,000
6. 1993 Porsche 911 Turbo S LightwWeight........oocovvoeveeceeeeeeeee e 2,480,000
7. 2012 Ferrari LaFerrari Prototype P2.........co.oovvoviorieceeee e 2,425,000
8. 1929 Duesenberg Model SJ Convertible Sedan by Murphy ... ...1,572,500
9. 2020 McLaren Senna GTR .........ooveveeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 1,270,000
10.1994 RUF RCT Evo Widebody ..o 1,242,500

The 2003 Ferrari Enzo is one of 111 examples specified for the US market and one of

003 Ferra Encoy

498 built overall, a low-mileage vehicle showing just 746 miles from new and having had
only three private caretakers, including 17 years with its most recent owner, at sale.

Significant records broken include: ... previous record ............. new record

2005 Porsche Carrera GT........o...ovvvecoerrvecoereeecsnreeenes $2,200,000..............$3,085,000

1988 Porsche 959 Komfort.........coccovviveciinnciienienne. +2,135815....cccinnne. 2,535,000

2022 Ferrari 812 GTS 'Ispirazioni' 995,000

2010 Porsche 911 Sport Classic ....764,000.... ...775,000

2013 Porsche 911 Carrera S Club Coupe...........cco......... £231,784................... 318,500

“It's one of those sales where you truly see the full spectrum of the market,” said RM
Sotheby's president Gord Duff, “from pre-war greats like Duesenbergs, to modern Fer-
raris, and everything in between. Ferrari's halo cars are having a moment, as we've seen
in recent weeks, and we're seeing the same strength at the top of the Porsche market,
with cars like the Carrera GT setting new benchmarks by significant margins."

RM Sotheby’s claims a spot as the world's largest collector car auction house by total
sales, with over 45 years of proven results in the industry. RM's services include auctions
(live, online, and Sealed), private sales, estate planning and financial services for the
global collector car market. RM Sotheby's is currently responsible for six of the top ten
most valuable mator cars ever sold at auction.

Next for RM Sotheby's were their Paris event in late January, Cavallino Palm Beach
in mid-February and Miami in late February, as well as sealed auctions and The February
Memorabilia Sale Featuring The Rob Walker Collection.

Coming up for RM are additional sealed auctions and Magnus Walker: The Outlaw
Collection, as well as auction events in Monaco, Germany and the UK, then their return
to the US at Monterey in August.

Vv www.rmsothebys.com l
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Your Travel Center's phenomenal relationships and reputation within the travel
industry provide a bridge from YOU to executives of over 1,000 of the world's
finest hotels, cruise lines and tour outfitters. You will be recognized as a VIP guest
with privileged access to special amenities and services when available, such as:

Complimentary room upgrades  Breakfast for two daily

Food & beverage credit Hosted tours

Cocktail partys Private transfers

And much more...

Our Advisors are certified Travel Agents and experienced travelers.
Depending on your specific needs, you will be directed to a travel expert who
knows your destination and can provide you with the guidance that can best
fulfill your travel expectations. Using the latest technology, they keep up with
the latest enhancements that will save you time and money.

Our experienced leisure travel specialists can help with all your travel desires,
including but not limited to all-inclusive luxury cruise vacations, luxury resort
getaways, customized travel vacations, safaris and even guided travel to China,
Southeast Asia, Europe, Africa and beyond. Our preferred relationship with the
Four Seasons Hotels, Ritz-Carlton Hotels and the Belmond group allow us to offer
our luxury hotel clients amazing perks and value-added amenities when available,
such as hotel credit, complimentary breakfasts, hotel room upgrades and more!
This is also true with many of our luxury and premium cruise partners as well as
many of our destination management companies located throughout the world.

We also have a dedicated corporate travel team that handles large accounts
across the United States. Our partnership with The Frosch Travel Group gives us
the tools necessary to tailor a corporate travel plan for your company, provide
travel savings for your employees and give you the personal attention you need
in this technology driven era. Our personal commitment to providing you the
tools you need to travel safely and at the lowest cost is unmatched.

With 40+ years in the travel business, our travel agency offices in Arizona
have a reputation for an outstanding passion regarding the world of travel.
Our attention to personal service, along with our preferred travel relationships
with many airlines, car rental agencies, hotels, cruise and tour vendors,
ensures that we will exceed your travel needs.

Whatever your travel needs may be,

allow Your Travel Center the opportunity to serve you.
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414 South Mill Avenue, Suite 125
Tempe, AZ 85281

480-496-0160 / 800-952-3174 Toll Free
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A WEEK WITH : 2026 MAZDA CX-50 HYBRID PREMIUM PLUS

he Mazda CX-30 and CX-50 have the tidiest
styling in the CX crossover and SUV lineup
(the CX-90, also in this issue, being notably larger).
We drove the CX-30 in our last issue, liking every-
thing about it, comfortably covering distance-hours
while carrying considerable cargo, though finding
it inarguably smaller than, well, a bigger one.
Fate would provide clarification—and enlight-
enment—in shorter order, as now we have the
CX-50 in hand. While the CX-30 has plenty of its
own appeal, the CX-50 is also priced starting in
the $20s, or a bit higher for our hybrid version, but
this comes with far higher fuel mileage—way up-
per 30s, pushing 40 mpg, versus a 24-to-31 mpg
range for the CX-30, which has no hybrid. And de-
pending upon what appeals to you most about
larger " smaller sizes, the CX-50 even has a tighter
turning circle (35.4 feet) than the smaller CX-30
(37.4 feet). (Subjectively, the CX-50 is also argu-
ably more utility-shaped than the CX-30, which
o has more of a tall-car shape—which can of course

have its own appeal—while the most compelling
CX-30 factor for some is its lowest-of-any price,
when in its lowest-of-any powertrain and trim.)

You could stop right there and make a decision.
Or dig deeper, upon which variables run in multiple
directions, all the moreso when you compare the
hybrid and non-hybrid CX-50's nuances in legroom,
cargo and tow capacities, top speed and more—
things that really just come along for the owner-
ship ride, moreso than being decision paints.

Some of these could fulfill specific needs, but
those might have to be pretty pressing, to not go
for the high fuel economy of the CX-50 Hybrid. This
does not, for example, have the highest top speed,
but as we noted during our week, who cares—we
were driving it all day and having a ball. And they
don't state a zero-to-60 time, but its electric share
of torque guarantees lively acceleration, as borne
out in any number of familiar scenarios.

We noted one instance of mild fishtailing, while
carrying a moderately hefty unsecured item in the

2026 MAZDA FULL SUV LINEUP

from $25,975 .
29,990 .
29,900 CX-50 Hyb
42,250 CX-70 PHEV..
8,900 CX-90 PHE

rear cargo area—a reminder, perhaps, of its torsion

beam rear suspension (an arrangement typically
trading certain aspects of motion for weight and
space advantages—and shared by the CX-30). But
it really was a fairly atypical one-off scenario.

In all, Mazda has created a crossover-SUV line-
up with considerable variety—far beyond one
style in three sizes, or even simple stairstep pow-
er, weights and prices. The coexistence of CX-5
and CX-50 is one good proof. Splitting the larger
SUV into two, CX-70 and CX-90, by row count is
another. Only having a hybrid from CX-50 up is
another, while being the only non-PHEV is a cost-
saver. And while style can always sell, to our eye
the CX-50 has a big advantage here. H

SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY ..........occoonirrnrrnnns Madison, Alabama
ENGINE/TRANS BUILD USA / Japan
PARTS CONTENT .........cccoooonnne. US/Canada 65%
/ Japan 25% / Mexico 10%
ENGINE................. 2.5L 4-cyl hybrid, alum allo
COMPRESSION RATIO .........cccoovrrrrrrrrrnrrnnns
HORSEPOWER: ENGINE
": ELEC MOTOR (front/rear)......... 118 /54 hp
": SYSTEM 219 hp
TORQUE: ENGINE.............cccccoovuerrurrrunnene 163 Ib-ft
": ELEC MOTOR (front/rear)......149 / 89 Ib-ft
TRANSMISSION ........... electronic CVT (e-CVT)

DRIVETRAIN.................. electric AWD (e-AWD)
TOP SPEED 112 mph
SUSPENSION................. F: MacPherson strut w
stblzr bar; R: torsion beam

STEERING .............. pwr assist rack & pinion w
engine speed-sensitive variable asst

BRAKES................... F: 12.8 vented; R: 12.8 solid
Prem Plus) 19-in alum alloy w

black metallic & machining cut
TIRES ......(Prem Plus) P225/55 R19 all-season

LENGTH / WHEELBASE ................ 186.1/110.8 in
GROUND CLEARANCE............. (Prem Plus) 8.1 in
APPRCH / DEPART ........ (Prem Plus) 18.0 / 23.0°
TURNING CIRCLE 35.4 ft
HEADROOM (F/R)........cconvvvumrrerrcnens 38.6/36.7in
LEGROOM (F/R) ...... AT (hyb) 37.8in
CARGO CAPACITY ........cccocvrumnnnn 29.2 /55.3 cu.ft
WEIGHT 4008 |b
TOW CAPACITY ....c.cooiivrvenrenccrieenesaenenee 1500 Ib
FUEL / CAPACITY...........reg unl / (hyb) 14.5 gal
MPG ........cooioviiereaann 39/37/38 (city/hwy/comb)
BASE PRICE $40,450

PREMIUM PLUS:.19-inch" alloys-w P225/55 R19
a/stires, heated steering wheel, heated rear
seats, active driving display, auto power-
fold side-mirrors, black metal paint trimin-
serts, adaptive front lighting system........ incl

PAINT: Wind Chill Pearl.............. ....595

MAZDA NAVIGATION SYSTEM ...500

RETRACTABLE CARGO COVER

DESTINATION CHARGE

TOTAL $43,265

Our sticker price above; published pricing below.

2026 MAZDA CX-50 LINEUP

CX-5025S
187-hp 2.5L SKYACTIV-G, 6-spd auto, AWD,
24/30/26 mpg (city/hwy/comb), tow 2000 |b

258 Select $29,900
2.5 Prefertet ol i isl R 32,400
2.5 S Meridian Edition ........................ 33,150
25SPremium ... 34,900

CX-50 Hybrid
219-hp 2.5L Hybrid engine, eCVT, eAWD,
39/37/38 mpg (city/hwy/comb), tow 1500 Ib

Hybrid Preferred..............cnovcconiennnnens $34,750
Hybrid Premium ..................................... 38,150
Hybrid PremiumPlus....................... 40,150

CX-50 2.5 Turbho
256-hp 2.5L Twin Scroll Turbo, 6-spd auto, AWD,
23/29/25 mpg (city/hwy/comb), tow 3500 Ib

2.5 Turbo $37,900
2.5 Turbo Meridian Edition.................... 40,400
2.5 Turbo PremiumPlus........................ 42,900

TRAVEL SITES TO BE SJEEN

'PRESCOTT

P

Where to stay

Things to do

Outdoor recreation
Day trips - Visitor info
Event calendar

prescott.com

Southwest Media Communications
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A WEEK WITH : 2026 MAZDA CX-90 3.3 TURBO S PREMIUM SPORT

e have a place in our hearts and garages
for SUVs and crossovers of all sizes, each
filling its own niche or satisfying its own itch. And
we have been running through all Mazda's sizes in
recent months—CX-30 in the prior issue, CX-50 in
this issue, CX-90 a year ago and again here. That
leaves CX-70 (which is simply a separately desig-
nated two-row equivalent of the CX-90) and CX-5
(which, as their best seller, is still carried over
from their prior lineup, but equal parts sort of does
and does not fall in with the two-digit family).
Our CX-90 last year was the Turbo S Premium
Plus, the top-top of non-PHEV models (those being
inherently pricier, if not necessarily more top-top).
The big difference this year is that while the lower
trim Turbo S last year was simply called the “Pre-
mium,” this year that changes to “Premium Sport,”
which—although there are some other updates to
the model—Iargely unifies Turbo S levels with the
top two non-S Turbo levels, basically just a name
game, but a helpful clarification for shoppers.

Smooth operator

= “Plus” one “Sport”: same basic lineup now has
% a more unified naming scheme. By JoE saGe

As noted last year, this is a powerful, premium,
high-style beast, its 3.3-liter inline-six turbo adding
a 48-volt mild hybrid boost (which adds a few hars-
es, but a whole lot more torque—hbringing the en-
gine's 369 Ib-ft to a whopping 482 total). Mazda
has also engineered this system, as they often do,
to run on either regular or premium fuel, putting
out 340 hp on premium, 319 on regular. Power or
economy decisions are yours to make at the pump.

Among CX madels, the -90 (or -70) most evokes
the feeling of a cruiser—a midsize often taken to
be full-size—on freeways, in town or on the open
road, providing a driving experience so smooth you
might call it transparent or, better still, satisfying.

Features, controls and readouts are full of little
delights. For example, in regular drive mode on a
freeway, we noted very light animated contextual
graphics to identify speed limits—just useful ref-
erence, no overkill (say when the limit is 55 but ev-
erybody’s going 70), a red tick showing where you
are and where you might want to be, very intuitive,

SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY ..........cooerrrrrrerirerrennns Hofu, Japan
ROWS / SEAT ree / eight (2/3/3)
ENGINE ......e-SKYACTIV G 3.3L inline-6 turbo,

with no need to decode numbers no-one is driving. alum alloy / alum alloy
COMPRESSION RATIO ..........covvvvvvvvvereens 12.0:1

There are a few nitpicks in anything, but in this

, L W |'p| In anything, but in thi BOOST........... 48V Mild Hybrid Boost w i-Stop

one’s very few cases, it only took about a half-sec- BATTERY ...

ond of orientation to turn them from nuisances, or MOTOR/GE ( PRy L

. . . - HP/TORQUE.......... prem fuel) 340 hp / 369 Ib-

just surprises, into benefits .or eve.n pleasures. . (reg fuel) 319 hp / 369 Ib-ft
As for soundtrack, there is a fairly notable high

(elec motor) 16.6 hp / 113 Ib-ft
whine from the turbo powertrain. But on the audi-
ble plus side, the Bose sound system—with more
than enough range and settings to find optimiza-
tion well before its limits are reached—is a stand-
out, its options easy to perfect, while also enticing
to play with additionally on a long trip or over a
lifetime of ownership. Good job, Bose.
Choosing your best CX size should come easily.
[t might be easy to assume the CX-50 is Goldi-
locks-sized, though it may fall toward the smaller
end of CX-30-to-70/90 range. But the bigger point
is that not everybody is Goldilocks-sized. \We've
enjoyed them all and could be happy owning any,
but as we're on the taller side, we were quite
spoiled in the big CX-90 all week. H

TRANSMISSION...SKYACTIV-Drive 8-spd auto

w manual-shift mode

.......................... i-ACTIV AWD

TOP SPEED
SUSPENSI

STEERING.
BRAKES ...

WHEELS
TIRES....

HEADROOM (F/2/3)
LEGROOM (F/2/3)....
GROUND CLEARANCE

nk w sthlzr bar

\&lshbone

Iec power rack & pinion
..... diagonal hydraulic:

.7 vented; R: 13.8 vented

1x9.5J alum alloy, black finish
........... 275 / 45 R21 107W M+S
LENGTH / WHEELBASE ................

TURNING CIRCLE...

BASE PRICE

200.8/122.8 in

(mnrf) 39.2/38.6/36.9 in
41.7/39.4/30.4in

PAINT: Soul Red Crystal Metallic..........cc........
(OPTIONS/PACKAGES) ...

DESTINATION
TOTAL.

CHARG

no information)

2026 MAZDA CX-90 LINEUP

3.3 Turbo

Select.....
Preferred
Premium Sport
Prem|um Plus

(9p.
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Matching

YOU DON'T HAVE TO
DONATE A KIDNEY
T0 SAVE A LIFE.

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT,
REAL ESTATE OR PLANE!

We take donations in any
condition, with fast, free pickup.
Every donation is tax deductible.
100% of the proceeds help save

the lives of people needing organ
transplants on MatchingDonors.com,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Call us at 781-821-2204

or donate online at
MatchingDonorsDonations.com |
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ADOT : SOUTH VALLEY FREEWAY PROJECTS

Valley freeways expanding in southwest valley

Tres Rios Freeway (SR 30)

he Arizona Department of Transportation

(ADOT), in cooperation with the Federal High-
way Administration (FHWA) and the Maricopa As-
sociation of Governments (MAG), has initiated a
project to build a new freeway in the southwest
valley, State Route 30 (Tres Rios Freeway). The
new freeway will serve as a traffic reliever and
alternate route to Interstate 10, crossing the cities
of Buckeye, Goodyear, Avondale and Phoenix.

CENTER (from upcoming Loop 303 southward
extension to Loop 202 South Mountain Freeway).
Funded for final design and construction first, from
FY 2027 to FY 2033, work on this segment will pro-
gress in phases from east to west (see map), on
this anticipated timeline:

I 97th Avenue to Loop 202 (from FY 2027)

M Dysart Road to 97th Ave (from FY 2029)

M Estrella Parkway to Dysart Rd (from FY 2031)

M Loop 303 to Dysart Road (from FY 2033)

WEST

SR85 to Loop 303

38 « March-April 2026 o ARIZONADRIVER

able to expand to a configuration with four gener-

al purpose lanes and one HOV lane in each direc-

tion and direct connecting HOV ramps between SR

30 and Loop 202. The project includes:

e New freeway with three general-purpose lanes
in each direction

e New system-to-system interchange at SR 30
and Loop 202 (South Mountain Freeway)

e Widening Loop 202 between Baseline and Buck-
eye roads, and widening existing bridges at

CENTER
Loop 303 to Loop 202

This project seeks to address population The design phase for this project began in Loop 202 and Baseline Road, Southern Avenue, of Governments and the Flood Control District of Maricopa County has initiat- Interchange
growth, economic development and employment October 2024 and is expected to be completed in Broadway and Lower Buckeye roads, the Roos- ed a project to construct a new segment of Loop 303 between Maricopa . 74 Yuma Rd
patterns that have resulted in increased conges- fall 2026. Construction is slated to begin in sum- evelt Irrigation Canal and Buckeye Road, to ac- County Road 85 (MC 85) and Van Buren Street in Goodyear. This project is @ Intersection >
tion on the existing regional freeway system and mer 2027 and is expected to take approximately commodate new SR 30/Loop 202 system ramps related to an ADOT study completed in 2018. Highlights of the project include = ﬁ? v
arterial streets in the area. three years to complete, ending in summer 2030. e Traffic interchanges at 91st, 83rd and 67th aves a new section of Loop 303 elevated over crass streets and the Union Pacific ﬁ m— Er?r\:tgg:ggﬁs 3 .':’:_u
The SR 30 project was divided into three seg- This project creates a new 4.5-mile segment of e New bridges at 91st, 83rd, 75th and 67th aves Railroad, from MC 85 to Van Buren Street; two general purpose lanes in each _g g 2
")
ments (center, east and west) for planning purpos- SR 30 between 97th Avenue and Loop 202 and e Drainage improvements and new lighting direction from MC 85 to Lower Buckeye Road; three general purpose lanes in = Map not to scale. = i
es, as in the updated Regional Transportation Plan includes improvements to Loop 202 for a new sys- throughout the project area each direction from Lower Buckeye Road to Van Buren Street; signalized and & Lower Buckeye Rd
(RTP) for the Maricopa County region. The center tem interchange with SR 30. e Amulti-use pathway from 97th Ave to Loop 202 diamond traffic interchanges; front roads; sound walls; and more. Flood Contral
segment will be constructed first, due to its poten- The initial SR 30 freeway is designed for antic- ¢ Noise walls where warranted Construction of the Loop 303 extension is anticipated to begin in mid-2026 Ma,?:gg;‘:‘cgfmw
tial to relieve congestion on I-10. ipated growth and traffic volumes through 2050, EAST (from Loop 202 to Interstate 17). Prelim- and to last approximately four years. H o Channel ot ee
; - | | [ | 5
State Route 30 (Tres Rios Freeway) Project . il { ; Broadway Rd road
& i g" I\I‘ I i. Unlon pacific Ad!
2 J o & %\ Indian School Rd ‘ ‘ 51 -
& 303 % S 101 ‘ g
g % 2 g : Thomas Rd \ =
= G o J : li S
:\{ Jllr ;E_} g ‘-:E / | l' %
o) ' T i i\ \ o
j e ____Kr_ L 3 2N { ___Eﬂc_Diw‘i"Bd__ +——1 .;\\-. __@ __\.',_ Southern Ave
G EEE— M —= — —————— | () S
= @Ffﬂx i VanBurenSt ” ‘a o ol |
Mep ot g Loop 303 § AVONDALE  TOLLESON | £ 2 @ PHOENIX
to scale e Yuma Rd Extension m GOO DYEAR E Buckeye Rd ” E E ] |.
= _ - o o . |
y g™ EQ Phoenix g o ® 4 I SRS TSR N Buckeye Rd
Tg—— S Goodyear. & 5 g | 202 Lower Buckeye Rd -
a S Airport ) > >
q @ 5§ & © Il g e 5 3 2
Broadway Rd y g Broadway Rd U Lower Buckeye Rd 5 & a =2 5
* 1z & [F |5
BUCKEYE 1t River 1 FY 2045 5 5 3
85 SC l Broadway Rd
Historic US 80 Loop 303to [Estrella Pkwy Dysart Rd to 97th Ave to \Il Baseline Rd ’QH_ 1
Estrella Pkwy | to Dysart Rd 97th Ave Loop 202 J‘ Fittore 57; 32“ 30
L * | LLLLLELLEL - | }
FY 2029 FY2027* | r\/o\h::r |
* g
FY 2046 * construction start year

inary design/environmental work is expected to begin in FY 2027 to determine
the connection between SR 30 and I-17. Construction of this segment of SR 30
is not slated to begin until FY 2045.

WEST (from SR 85 to Loop 303). This segment is currently in early stages,
with preliminary design and environmental work planned to start in FY 2027.
Construction of interim improvements to this segment is currently planned for
FY 2046, to be identified as part of its environmental/scoping effort.

SR 30 Center Segment construction is identified in MAG's Regional
Strategic Transportation Infrastructure Investment Plan (RSTIIP) and is funded
in part through Proposition 479, a dedicated half-cent sales tax for transporta-
tion approved by Maricopa County voters in 2024.

*Schedules are approximate and subject to change.

ADOT

Loop 303 extension

McDowell Rd

@ New L303
Segment, MC 85
to Van Buren

Van Buren St

Full-Diamond
Interchange

Loop 303 extension
he Arizona Department of Transportation, in cooperation with the city of
Goodyear, the Federal Highway Administration, the Maricopa Association

Half-Diamond

173rd Ave

===w Project area Baseline Rd

() Traffic interchanges

(O SR30/Loop 202 system interchange

I New bridges
mumm Future SR 30

EAST
Loop 202 to I-17




A WEEK WITH : 2026 SUBARU OUTBACK LIMITED

lot of trends have been occurring industry-

wide for quite some time—slight yet unre-
lenting increases in size (most within existing cat-
egories), in many cases increases in power, in as
many cases as possible increases in fuel economy,
and often expansions into ever more premium ter-
ritory in terms of fit, finish and features.

The new-for-2026 gen-seven Subaru Qutback
has created quite a stir. With what seems at first
glance to be a migration into more widely typical
midsize crossover styling, does it still have what it
takes “to make a Subaru a Subaru”? The short an-
swer is yes. So is the longer answer.

“It's what makes a Subaru a Subaru” is a slogan
from when Subaru was much more of a niche
brand (found in numbers in New England, the Pa-
cific Northwest and Colorado ski towns). Now the
brand is huge and growing, and guess what? The
slogan still works. Originally drawing attention to
a quirkier standing, it now defines confidence in a
widely popular brand known for content, value and
reliability. Their marketers and product planners
may or may not have realized the slogan would

SUBTLE
YET CERTAIN |
EVOLUTION

BY JOE SAGE

adapt so well to evolution, but it certainly has.

The new Outback achieves our definition of the
most successful new generations, a phenomenan
in which a well-established vehicle receives what
seems a radically new look, only to—in no time at
all—become a just-as-firmly-established styling,
while the prior one, which may have seemed eter-
nal, quickly becomes the past, however popular.

Driven here is the Limited, second up out of six
trims in a fairly tightly spaced price walk and bear-
ing a 180-hp base powertrain. Half the lineup has
this, the other half a 260-hp turbo, a significant dif-
ference in horses, yet with reasonably similar fuel
mileage—and with overlapping price ranges.

The new Outback is a decidedly handsome ve-
hicle, inside and out. While they do have a Wilder-
ness build (a mid-priced turbo), even our near-base
Limited carries tougher styling cues, some new,
some echoing tradition—including a blacked-out
grille, beefy black wheel arches, black roof rails
and more—that give any trim that “ready for town
and also ready for the weekend” look.

Inside baseball—for our weeklong drives, we
get one build, their decision. And what it follows
is completely random. These are both the opposite

of a full launch or comparo event, where we can
try powertrains and features back-to-back, across
the range. This lower-powertrain Outback sample
arrived right on the heels of something with about
twice the horsepower—and we felt it big time, at
first. But by the second day, we were finding that,
though not a racing powerhouse, the 180-hp base
Outback had enough power to grab an open gap or
make a point.

Overall, though, the power is where we would
almost surely make our Outback decision. Since
price ranges overlap, you'll want to review inclu-
sions by trim. The lower powertrain may force you
upward, anyway, for features we were missing in
ours. Or you just may find a win-win (more power
minus features you didn't even want). In your real
world decision mission, you can compare easily.

The beloved Subaru Qutback, restyled and up-
dated, will remain beloved. You recognized the old
one coming or going, and you still will. Dramatical-
ly different at first, it quickly appears inevitable
and familiar. It's really just a lane change, a turn-
ing of the page in the same book, a vehicle with
such longevity, it has simply caught up with itself.
And it has done so very successfully. Il

SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY Yajima, Shoyacho, OTA, Gunma, Japan
ENGINE..2.5L 4-cyl Boxer 16v, DOHC, chain-driven cams,
dual active valve control syst intake/exh, alum/alum
HP/TORQUE 180 hp / 178 Ib-ft
COMPRESSION RATIO .0
TRANSMISSION ......CVT w 8-spd manual mode, paddles
DRIVETRAIN Symmetrical AWD;
X-Mode dual-mode system (snow/dirt and deep
snow/mud settings) with hill descent control
SUSPENSION...F: MacPherson-type struts; lower L-arms,
coils, dampers, stblzr bar, hydraulic engine mounts
R: dbl wishbone, coils, dampers, stblzr bar
elec pwr assist rack & pinion (dual pinion)
F: 12.4 vented; R: 11.8 vented
8-in black finish alum alloy
...225/60R18 100H all-season
LENGTH / WHEELBASE .. 91.7 /1081 |n
GROUND CLEARANCE....
APPRCH / DEPART / BRKVER .
TURNING CIRCLE
HEADROOM (F/R) ...
LEGROOM (F/R) ..
CARGO CAPACITY..

2026 SUBARU OUTBACK LINEUP

Premium
Limited.
Touring.
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t has always been pretty easy to tell the Subaru

Forester from the Outback. At the core, this was
by size—OQutback was originally a tougher variant
of the Legacy wagon, an offshoot of the Legacy se-
dan, while Forester was an offshoat of the small-
er Impreza sedan (as were the WRX and WRX STi).
While all have now migrated to the Subaru Global
Platform (with WRX currently the only remaining
sedan), this remains useful reference for that most
durable Outback-Forester distinction: size.

As with Outback, Forester has had ongoing ev-
olution of its styling along with its structure, al-
though the twao have happened at their own over-
lapping paces. Qutback, also in this issue, has just
entered its seventh generation (in 2025 as a 2026
model), arousing considerable discussion from a
dedicated and highly tuned-in customer and fan
base. Forester entered its sixth generation a year
earlier (in 2024 as a 2025 model}—which seemed
to have happened more quietly, although the rela-
tionship is now crystal clear. And it's all increasing-
ly useful in defining the entire Subaru lineup.

Forester has always had a look of its own, not-
ably due to its distinctive tall stature, as it was
specifically invented to create more of a crossover

POISED AND
POSITIONED

BY JOE SAGE

form (in fact, some say that term was born with
this vehicle), while Outback had arguably required
a more discerning eye, for as long as it and the
Legacy wagon continued in parallel. Despite For-
ester arriving first, Subaru product planners have
their own crystal ball, and it may be fair to guess
that, although happening in inverse sequence, the
newest Forester “follows” the even newer Out-
back in its considerable transformation.

Any Subaru Forester is an agile unit with sur-
prising power beyond its numbers, in town or on
the trail. Among tamer, sportier and fancier sib-
lings, our Wilderness sample—up-specced for off-
pavement emphasis, from ground clearance to tow
and roof loads and more—is always a favorite.

Note that while Forester has the same power-
train in all, Qutback has a more powerful (and only
slightly lower-mpg) turbo in its upper trims.

Subaru Crosstrek, Forester and Qutback sell in
similar annual volumes in the US (about 180,000,
175,000 and 170,000 respectively in 2024, shifting
to about 192,000, 175,000 and 158,000 in 2025).
Slight changes could be parsed against updated
styling or generational releases (Crosstrek’s evolu-
tion has been more subtle to date), but all in all,

A WEEK WITH : 2026 SUBARU FORESTER WILDERNESS [

they are quite stable—restylings seeming to hap-
pen at just the right time, positioning preserved.

In the case of Forester, we had already easily
adjusted to its styling, in fact appreciating it as re-
balancing some of its longstanding somewhat ex-
aggerated tall nature. But when comparing more
closely with the priors (seen side-by-side, above),
we can see that the form had not really changed
as much as it had seemed to. Rather, an entire new
front and flatter roofline have become more appro-
priately scaled to its proportions.

Best of all, evolution of Outback on a similar
timetable has not muddied the positioning of the
two, but rather clarified it—and put a new spot-
light on Forester, too. Quite an achievement. Il

SPECIFICATIONS

ASSEMBLY ..o Lafayette, Indiana
ENGINE..2.5L 4-cyl Boxer 16v, DOHC, chain-driven cams,
dual active valve control syst intake/exh, alum/alum
HP/TORQUE ................ooviic, 180 hp / 178 Ib-ft
COMPRESSION RATIO ... 12.0:1
TRANSMISSION ......... Lineartronic CVT; Wilderness adds
8-spd manual mode, paddles
DRIVETRAIN............oooovvoierrin. Symmetrical AWD
X-Mode dual-mode system (snow/dirt and deep
snow/mud settings) with hill descent control
SUSPENSION...F: MacPherson-type struts; lower L-arms,
coils, stblzr bar, hydraulic engine mounts

R: dbl wishbone, coils, stblzr bar

STEERING ......elec pwr assist rack & pinion (dual pinion)

BRAKES .........cc.ooovvvvrrrinnn. F: 12.4 vented; R: 11.8 vented
WHEELS...........ooooiiiiiniiiciicenis 17-in matte black alloy
TIRES ......ooooovvvnnn. 235/60 R17 102T raised white letter
Yokohama Geolander all-terrain; full-size spare
LENGTH / WHEELBASE ..................cccc...... 182.9/104.9 in
GROUND CLEARANCE................oooiiiiiic 93in
APPRCH / DEPART / BRKVER ...
TURNING CIRCLE..................
HEADROOM (F/R) ...
LEGROOM (F/R) .......o.oovoooiiie 433/39.4in
CARGO CAPACITY.........ccoooviiirriieens 27.5/69.1 cu.ft
TOW CAPACITY ..o 3500 Ib
WEIGHT ... 3675 Ib
FUEL / CAPACITY ........occooooiiiriieririinne reg unl / 16.6 gal
MPG..........oooooooooooee. 24/28/26 (city/hwy/comb)
BASEPRICE ..o $38,385
OPTIONS PKG: Harman Kardon speaker system, navigation,
power rear gate, full digital gauge cluster .............. 2200
DESTINATION CHARGE ..................cocooooiiiiiie 1450
TOTAL e $42,035
2026 FORESTER LINEUP
(baS@) .......ccoovvoecece $29,995
Premium 33,385
Sport 36,105
Limited 37,695
Wilderness ..............cccccc....... V 38,385
Touring............cccoooooovvvii 41,595

Join the AMA

Are you ready to stand side-by-side with hundreds of thousands

of other riders who trust the American Motorcyclist Association

to protect their right to ride? Ready to enjoy American Motorcyclist,
America’s biggest and best monthly motorcycle magazine?

Want to participate in any of the thousands of AMA-sanctioned
tours, races and rallies, or discover the many discounts on

cool motorcycling products and services?

1-year AMA Membership $49 annually
 Protect your freedom to ride

e Participate in AMA-sanctioned rides and races

» 12 issues of American Motorcyclist

e Access to more than 1,200 AMA clubs

¢ Members-only discounts on gear, parts, etc. K

ALSO: 3-Year Memberships, Youth Memberships,
Family Memberships, Life Memberships
and Charter Life Memberships

www.americanmotorcyclist.com
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Hyundai Robotics
MobED Pro and MobED Basic

D CES
Innovation
% s

Hyundai won the Best of Innovation
Award in Robotics at CES 2026 for MobED
(Mobile Eccentric Droid), developed by
Hyundai Motor Group’s Robotics LAB, the
first time Hyundai has received this presti-
gious award. The program rewards out-
standing achievements in design, innova-
tion and engineering across various cate-
gories, with the Best of Innovation Award
reserved for the top-rated product in each
category. First unveiled at the Internation-
al Robot Exhibition 2025 (iIREX 2025) in
Tokyo in December, MobED is a versatile
platform designed to operate across vari-
ous terrains and adapt to diverse industri-
al and daily applications. It incorporates
the Robotics LAB’s proprietary Drive and
Lift (DnL) technology, for stable perfor-
mance on uneven surfaces, inclines and
curbs, even in challenging environments.
Available in two models, MobED Basic is
controller-operated, for research and devel-
opment flexibility, while MobED Pro har-
nesses advanced autonomous capabilities
powered by integrated LiDAR-camera fu-
sion sensors, ensuring precise and seam-
less navigation. MobED features a simple,
balanced design, focusing on core func-
tionality of the mobile platform, equipped
with Al-based algorithms and auton-
omous driving technology, and supports a
wide range of applications, including logis-
tics, broadcasting, guidance services and
digital signage, as its modular design ac-
commodates diverse top-mounted mod-
ules. These capabilities allow the platform
to navigate both narrow indoor paths and
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rugged outdoor terrain. The Group’s strat-
egy is to evolve from an automotive man-
ufacturer into a comprehensive provider
of smart mobility solutions. MobED com-
mercialization and mass production will
begin in the first quarter of this year.

Aftermarket performance engineering
firm Unplugged Performance has intro-
duced the Ascension-RR Rear Carbon Fi-
ber Wing for the Tesla Model 3 (2024 or

Unplugged Performance Tesla Model 3
Ascension-RR rear carbon fiber wing

inherent rear lift generated by Model 3’s
roofline at high speeds, to improve stabili-
ty, balance, and consistency in aggressive
driving and sustained track sessions. At
150 mph, the wing generates 2332 N (525
Ibs) of rear downforce, increasing tire load-
ing where most effective. When combined
with Unplugged Performance’s complete
Model 3 Performance carbon fiber aero
package, total aerodynamic load increases
to 3155 N (710 Ibs) with a 46/54 front-to-
rear aerodynamic balance, ideal distribu-
tion for a neutrally balanced chassis such
as the Model 3 Performance. With the full
package installed, including the wing, the
Model 3 achieves a coefficient of lift (CL)
of just 0.48, firmly in track-focused sports
car territory. The wing is also fully ad-
justable, to tailor aerodynamic output to a
driver’s use case, from a zero-degree set-
ting for efficiency and reduced drag in
street or high-speed driving, to four de-
grees for maximum track downforce. The
Ascension-RR Rear Wing is compatible
with all 2024 + Tesla Model 3 trims, includ-
ing Performance, Long Range and Rear
Wheel Drive variants. Priced at $2,495, the

grip without changing the primary wing
configuration. First production is shipping
now, with preorders open for further allo-
cations. The company also has a Model S~
specific version in development.

right-hand-drive variants, with further be-
spoke options available including custom
engine upgrades, manual gearbox, drive-
train, exhaust, roll cage and in-car enter-
tainment. For more information about

TALOS XXT “Verde Jewel”

newer). Developed via computational fluid
dynamics (CFD) analysis and real-world
track validation, the wing is engineered to
deliver maximum usable rear downforce
with exceptional aerodynamic efficiency
while preserving rear visibility and road us-
ability. Unlike cosmetic aero components,
Ascension-RR is designed as a true track-
focused aerodynamic upgrade. CFD devel-
opment prioritized counteracting the

wing is sold as a complete kit including
the carbon fiber rear wing element, car-
bon fiber stands and mounting hardware.
For additional performance tuning, there
is an optional gurney flap designed specif-
ically for the Ascension-RR. This installs
easily with high-strength adhesive and in-
creases wing effectiveness by improving
airflow attachment and pressure recovery
at the trailing edge, to further refine rear

With roots in defense special opera-
tions vehicles and motorsport, British au-
tomotive engineering and coachbuilding
specialist Talos Vehicles now produces a
range of modified classic cars, road cars
and limited run supercars—hand-crafted
bespoke vehicles tailored to suit each cus-
tomer’s individual vision for luxury and per-
formance. Talos has revealed some of the
most popular customization requests they
have received from prospective customers
for the TALOS XXT model, an ultra-exclu-
sive race-inspired Grand Tourer of which
there will only be five units worldwide. Ful-
ly customizable to an owner’s individual
requirements, bespoke options include the
vehicle’s finish and paintwork, two exam-
ples of which have been revealed. The
prospective UK owner of an eye-catching
“Verde Jewel” customization (shown here)
is set to turn heads with its striking green
finish, offset with a red Alcantara interior,
in a nod to the car’s Maranello roots. To
further reflect the customer’s own heri-
tage, the exterior features the Union Jack
on the rear wing end-plates, also reinforc-
ing the British craftsmanship of the XXT.
Showcasing the XXT’s carbon fiber crafts-
manship, another example, “Full Carbon”
(not shown), has naked matt carbon fiber
panels, complemented by a black interior
with Alcantara seats and trim. The 674-
bhp TALOS XXT boasts zero-to-62 mph in
3.5 seconds, with a 205 mph top speed.
Starting life as a donor 599 Ferrari GTB,
TALOS XXT is available in both left- and

Talos Vehicles, based in Yorkshire, Eng-
land, visit www.talos-vehicles.com.

The original Detroit home of General
Motors opened in 1911, on Woodward
Avenue. They have now returned to Wood-
ward to launch a new era for the compa-
ny. The new GM global headquarters at
Hudson’s Detroit is inspired by more than
a century of automotive innovation and
motivated by an undefeated spirit in the

resurgent city of Detroit. The architectural
design invokes Eero Saarinen’s work at
GM'’s Global Technical Center in Warren,
Michigan and integrates installations from
prominent contemporary artists, includ-
ing Detroit’s own Harry Bertoia. The com-
pany’s continued dedication to the city is
highlighted throughout the building. In the
lobby at Entrance One, a tribute to the
landmark J.L. Hudson Department Store

that once stood on this ground, you’ll be
greeted by a showcase of GM’s latest vehi-
cles. The message: the echoes of the com-
pany’s past power their dreams for tomor-
row—right on historic Woodward Avenue.

As the state’s largest automotive employ-
er, GM drives about four percent of Michi-
gan’s GDP, directly contributing over $29
billion in 2024. In just the last decade,
they've invested $17.3B in their home
state. GM’s presence in Michigan includes:
® 38 facilities, including 5 assembly plants
® 210 dealers

® 1,000 Tier 1 supplier locations

Their move to Hudson’s Detroit declares a
commitment to keeping America’s auto-

motive industry rooted in the Motor City,
with Michigan at the forefront.

Cyngn, of Menlo Park, California, has
announced notice of allowance for a new
patent related to their autonomous vehicle
(AV) innovations. The patent—System and
Method of Adaptive, Real-Time Vehicle Sys-
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tem Identification for Autonomous Driving
—was expected to be issued in February
Cyngn’s growing intellectual property
portfolio supports a broader mission to
accelerate adoption of safe, flexible and

Cyngn DriveMod Tugger
autonomous industrial platform

| -
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scalable autonomous systems across in-
dustrial environments like manufacturers
and logistics companies. In the past year,
Cyngn has introduced new capabilities for
its DriveMod Tugger platform, expanded
commercial deployments and deepened
integrations with leading warehouse and
manufacturing technologies. A steady ca-
dence of patent allowances highlights the
company’s commitment to long-term in-
novation and to building a defensible tech-
nology foundation to reduce operating
costs, improve safety and increase opera-
tional efficiency. The company addresses
significant challenges facing industrial or-
ganizations today, such as labor shortages
and costly safety incidents. Cyngn Drive-
Mod technology—currently available on
Motrec MT-160 Tuggers and BYD Forklifts
—helps customers bring self-driving tech-
nology to their operations seamlessly,
without high up-front costs or new infra-
structure. The DriveMod Tugger hauls up
to 12,000 Ibs, travels indoors and out, and
targets a typical payback period of under
two years. The DriveMod ForKlift lifts hea-
vy loads using non-standard pallets and is
currently available to select customers.

The 2026 Audi A5 and Q5 model line-
ups receive comprehensive hardware and
software design updates, including an all-
new MMI design, an updated multifunc-
tion steering wheel, new Audi drive select
functionality, an optional integrated dash-
cam, expanded driver- and parking-assist
features and upgraded voice control capa-
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bilities. In addition to the feature and tech-
nology upgrades, every new 2026 model
arrives with Audi scheduled maintenance
included for the first three years or 30,000
miles (whichever comes first). Audi’s goal

is to demonstrate the ongoing extensibili-
ty of its newest platforms—including the
Premium Platform Combustion (PPC) and
E3 electronic architectures underpinning
the latest A5 and Q5. A user interface high-
light, an all-new Audi Digital Stage, will
debut across the new A5 and Q5, creating
a more consistent appearance and famil-
iar touchpoints throughout the vehicle and
myAudi app interfaces, delivering more
clarity and a more easily identifiable and

usable structure. The more modern look
will also integrate a new 3D model of the
owner’s vehicle shown uniformly across
the different displays, even reflecting that
vehicle’s specific color. For the center MMI
touch display, the new user interface fea-
tures fewer lists and more graphical repre-
sentations, leveraging intelligent applica-
tions of background palettes and con-
trasts, seeking to speed recognition and

further reduce distractions. More emphat-
ic separation of status indicators from
selectable content aims to make function-
ality more distinct, with brighter mono-
chrome embedded Audi apps now featur-
ing white backgrounds, while third-party
apps are displayed in color, with the color
gradations now amplified to help differen-
tiate active and non-active apps (e.g. when
using Android Auto or Apple CarPlay). The
voice-activated Audi digital assistant fea-
tures new animations, and a clock display
is now docked in the upper left of the MMI
touch display. The Audi virtual cockpit dis-
play features reduced icons and a clearer
structure to make operation notably easi-
er, and adds functional improvements
including three different views, toggled
through via a steering-wheel mounted
button. Customers can choose between
the classic round instrument view, the
return of a navigation view with maps, or
the integrated driver assistance view. In
addition to the all-new Audi design struc-
ture, smartphone interface functions are
more deeply integrated into the infotain-
ment system, to mirror a smartphone’s
navigation, media and telephone func-
tions directly into the Audi virtual cockpit,
as well as in the MMI touch display.

Honda Motor Co., Ltd. is discontinuing

2026 Audi A5

production, before the end of 2026, of the
current model of fuel cell system now pro-
duced at Fuel Cell System Manufacturing
LLC (FCSM), a joint venture (JV) between
Honda and General Motors. Moving for-
ward from there, Honda will utilize a next-
generation fuel-cell system they are de-
veloping independently. FCSM was estab-
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lished in January 2017 in Brownstown,
Michigan as the first ever joint venture in
the automotive industry to produce ad-
vanced fuel cell systems. Combining ex-

always created hypercars that defy con-
vention. Now, that spirit of innovation ex-
tends once again beyond the Atelier in
Molsheim and into the hands of enthusi-
asts around the world as Bugatti and the

procurement, the JV realized various syn-
ergies including development of high-
quality fuel cell systems with excellent
durability and low-temperature resistance;
the introduction of cutting-edge produc-
tion technologies; and cost reduction
through commonizing parts suppliers. As
this collaboration yielded some positive
results, the two companies held extensive
discussions regarding the continuation of
FCSM business and reached an agreement
to discontinue production of fuel cell sys-
tems at FCSM. Honda will continue to
leverage next-generation fuel cell system
technologies developed independently,
seeking to grow hydrogen as one of their
new core businesses. In addition to striv-
ing for carbon neutrality in all its products
and corporate activities by 2050, Honda
seeks to achieve “zero environmental
impact” of not only its products, but the
entire product lifecycle including its corpo-
rate activities, with initiatives in three key
areas— carbon neutrality, clean energy
and resource circulation. While position-
ing hydrogen, along with electricity, as
high-potential energy carriers, Honda has
been conducting research and develop-
ment of hydrogen and fuel cell technolo-
gies for over 30 years.

The creative ethos at Bugatti has al-
ways been about pushing boundaries.
From the pioneering performance of the
Veyron to the extraordinary speed of the
Chiron Super Sport and the uncompro-
mising character of the Bolide, Bugatti has
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LEGO Group unveil two new models. The
LEGO Technic Bugatti Chiron Pur Sport
and the LEGO Speed Champions Bugatti
Vision Gran Turismo both mark a new
milestone in the collaboration between
Bugatti and LEGO . With these additions,
four different Bugatti LEGO models will be
available simultaneously for the first time,
alongside the LEGO Speed Champions Bu-
gatti Centodieci and LEGO Technic Bugatti
Bolide, extending the Bugatti experience

LEGO Speed Champions
Bugatti Vision Gran Turismo

for fans around the world. The Bugatti Chi-
ron Pur Sport is geared toward agility and
precision. Lighter than its siblings and de-
signed with optimized aerodynamics and
shorter gear ratios, it is the most dynamic
expression of the Chiron family, built for
drivers who live for winding roads. The
LEGO Technic Bugatti Chiron Pur Sport
brings this engineering excellence to life
through 771 pieces, capturing the distinc-
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tive character of the Chiron Pur Sport,
with a vibrant orange bodywork and black
livery. Details include working steering
and opening doors and hood, as well as
an intricate model of the iconic Bugatti
W16. Measuring over 3 inches high, 11
inches long and 5 inches wide, the 771-
piece creation makes a remarkable dis-
play for builders aged 9 and older. The
Bugatti Vision Gran Turismo occupies a
unique place in the brand’s history. Con-
ceived as a pure concept car for the Gran
Turismo video game and unveiled as a
show car in 2015, it represents Bugatti’s
tribute to its illustrious racing heritage of
the 1920s and 1930s. Drawing inspiration
from icons such as the Type 57 Tank and
its victories at the 24 Hours of Le Mans in
1937 and 1939, the Vision Gran Turismo
was created as a thoroughbred Bugatti for
the virtual racetrack. That bold Bugatti vis-
ion has now been transformed into an of-
ficial LEGO set. The LEGO Speed Cham-
pions Bugatti Vision Gran Turismo cele-
brates this distinctive design through 284
pieces, capturing the aesthetic that made
it a favorite in the virtual racing world.
Created for passionate Bugatti fans, it em-
bodies a genuine Bugatti down to the last
detail, reflecting the brand’s unrestricted
values. The LEGO model faithfully recre-
ates the defining features of the Vision

Gran Turismo: the signature horseshoe
front grille, the dramatic rear wing, the
distinctive eight-eye headlights, a sculpted
roof fin and wide tires imprinted with
“Michelin.” A minifigure wearing a Bugatti
outfit completes the set, ready to take po-
sition in the single-seat cockpit. Measuring
over 1.5 inches high, 5.5 inches long and
3 inches wide, this model is for fans and
gamers of all ages. M
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